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Chapter 59: Sasaki Aya is guided in 
the city of Makkaren 


-Sasaki Aya POV- 

“So this is the city that Takatsuki-kun lives in.” (Aya) 
I was looking around restlessly in curiosity. 

What a beautiful city! 


“This is the water city of Makkaren. For now, let’s go to the Adventurer 
Guild.” (Makoto) 


“There’s waterways running around the city, huh. How dreamy.” (Aya) 


“Aya, if you move so much, you are going to bump into someone, you 
know.” (Lucy) 


Just as Lucy-san warned, I was about to bump into a passerby, and just as I 
thought ‘Ah!’, I avoided them. 


Once I was about to bump into someone else, I would avoid again, and 
again. 


So fun! 
This is my first time in a normal human city since coming to this world! 


I moved in between the crowd of people as if sewing through them, and 
looked around like a kid. 


“That’s impressive reflexes.” (Makoto) 

“So that’s someone who was raised in Laberintos, huh.” (Lucy) 
I heard the voice of Takatsuki-kun and Lucy-san from behind. 
Ah? They are bemused at me? 

OO 

“Makoto-kun! I so wanted to see you again~!” 


The moment we entered the Adventurer Guild, a blonde pretty lady hugged 
Takatsuki-kun! 


“L-Lucy-san...who is that?” (Aya) 


“Mary. The guild receptionist that’s aiming for Makoto’, she says 
displeased. 


“Oh, is that so.” (Aya) 

Takatsuki-kun is popular in this world, huh. 
“Oh my, who is that girl there?” (Mary) 

“T am Sasaki Aya. Nice to meet you.” (Aya) 


“T am an employee of the Makkaren Adventurer Guild, Mary. Nice to meet 
you, too. Are you going to be registering here for the first time?” (Mary) 


He separated from Takatsuki-kun and entered her work mode face. 
What a mature person. 


“Mary-san, Sa-san has already finished registering herself as an adventurer 
in the Labyrinth City. She is in the same party as Lucy and I. We came here 


to report that.” (Makoto) 


“Is that so? I will register your party then. Can you please show me your 
adventurer card?” (Mary) 


“Yes, here.” (Aya) 
I gave the adventurer card that Fujtwara-kun made for me. 


“Sasaki Aya-san. An otherworldler like Makoto-kun, huh... No 
achievements as an adventurer. Stone rank, then. .There’s no particular 
proble—-eh?” (Mary) 


Mary-san’s eyes open wide. 
Oh no! Did she discover that I am a monster? 
But that wasn’t the case. 


The calm Takatsuki-kun unexpectedly skeeted his way to Mary-san and 
said: “The Stats of Sa-san are incredible, right?” 


“... These Stats slightly surpass that of a Gold Rank adventurer. If you were 


free, there would be more than 20 parties who would want you in their 
party.” (Mary) 


Takatsuki-kun and Mary-san were whispering to each other with their faces 


really close. 
Aren’t they a bit too close? 


“By the way! So you actually did bring a girl back from Laberintos. 
Makoto-kun, you liar!” (Mary) 


“No, I didn’t promise anything.” (Makoto) 


“Shut up! I’m not letting you sleep tonight! Show up at night in the guild.” 
(Mary) 


Mary-san does a headlock on Takatsuki-kun. 
Isn’t his head pushing against her breasts like that...? 
“Lucy! You were back?” 


When I look back, there’s a girl with brown hair and comfortable clothes 
moving towards Lucy-san. 


“Emily. I came back just now. You are not adventuring today?” (Lucy) 

“T am helping out the church today. There’s a lot of people getting injured 
lately from monster attacks. By the way, if you have time, tell me stories 
about your time in Laberintos.” (Emily) 

“Okay. I will let you listen to my great achievements!” (Lucy) 


“You must have caused problems for Makoto all the time, right?” (Emily) 


“That’s not true! I will shock you with the story about my new magic, 
[Meteor Shower]! (Lucy) 


They are getting lively there. 

After being introduced to her, it seems she is a priest called Emily-san. 
She apparently has adventured together with Takatsuki-kun and Lucy-san. 
Lucy-san went together with Emily-san somewhere. 

“Then, Sa-san, I will guide you through the city.” (Makoto) 

The party registration seems to have finished. 

“O-Okay.” (Aya) 

Alone with Takatsuki-kun! 


Maybe Lucy-san showed me consideration. 


It is a date! 

I followed after him in high spirits. 

OD 

“This is the main street. It is the liveliest place in Makkaren.” (Makoto) 
“The food in that establishment is good. Let’s go there later.” (Makoto) 


“One street deeper, there’s the food district. It is not as packed right now, 
but at night, there will be a lot of people in the bars.” (Makoto) 


“Let’s go to the store of Fuji-yan later too.” (Makoto) 

“That way there 1s...well, there’s stuff like the night stores.” (Makoto) 
Takatsuki-kun guides me through the city with familiar steps. 

There’s a lot of fancy stores made of bricks. 

There’s an atmosphere to it. 


Makkaren has several areas with waterways, and boats were passing by in 
them. 


“We can’t get on those boats?” (Aya) 


“If you pay the fare, yeah, but moving with my water magic would be 
faster.” (Makoto) 


Now that Takatsuki-kun mentions it, he does have a spell that lets him move 
on water. 


“Then, what about that big building?” (Aya) 


I point at a stone-made building. 


“Aah, that’s where the hot springs are. There’s apparently a source for that 
close to Makkaren.” (Makoto) 


{?? 


“Ooh! The city is beautiful, and there’s even hot springs. It is a nice place 
(Aya) 


“The hot spring inns are apparently the major business in this city. I haven’t 
gone though.” (Makoto) 


‘Didn’t have the luxury to’, is what Takatsuki-kun says with a wry smile. 
He is aloof as always. 

He looks like he always does, but... 

(He doesn’t seem to be too energetic.) (Aya) 

That face is...yeah. 


It is like that time in middle school when Takatsuki-kun was looking 
forward to a famous RPG’s sequel that he had reserved a few months 
before, and ended up becoming a board-like game because of lack of 
budget...and got depressed. 


Well, it seems like it was decently fun after he tried it out though. 
What happened, I wonder. 


Takatsuki-kun has been a friend of mine since middle school and has 
become a benefactor of mine. 


If he is worrying about something, I want to encourage him. 


“Hey, since we are already here, how about we go to the hot springs?” 
(Aya) 


I brave on and try inviting him. 


“If you want to go, I am fine too.” (Makoto) 


“It says there’s also mixed baths!” (Aya) 
It is embarrassing but I try to endure. 
Moh chatter halen Eh?” (Makoto) 


Takatsuki-kun who made the face of a shocked chihuahua was a sight to 
see. 


OO 
-Takatsuki Makoto POV- 
This is strange. 
What’s with this situation? 
“Aah, what a nice bath.” 
Sa-san with a loose and relaxed expression was by my side. 
A classmate was bucknaked. 
No, that’s not true. 
She has a bath towel wrapped around her body. 
But! 
She is naked below that! 
...Calm down. 
[Clear Mind], lend me your strength! 


‘There’s also mixed baths’, is what was written, but that was apparently 
something called a family bath. 


We could reserve a small open air bath. 


Of course, it is a bit pricey, but with defeating the Minotaur and the Harpy 
Queen, our pockets have gotten a bit of leeway. 


I wanted to listen to the request of Sa-san. 
“Aah~, it really brings me back to life.” (Aya) 


“Aah...yeah...” (Makoto) 





Sa-san went ‘Uungh~’ as she stretched, and her bath towel was on the verge 
of falling off... 


So I tried not to look and faced upwards instead. 
“A city with hot springs is nice.” (Aya) 
“Were you a hot spring lover, Sa-san?” (Makoto) 


“There weren’t baths in Laberintos, so we always went to the underground 
lake to bath in cold water. There was no knowing when a monster would 
attack us, so we couldn’t let our guards down.” (Aya) 


That does sound unrelaxing. 
We continued chatting for a while. 


“By the way, Sa-san, you are using your Change Skill to take that form, 
right?” (Makoto) 


“Yeah. My skin color was bluish before, but now it is human-like, nght?” 
(Aya) 


Saying this, she shows me her upper arm. 
No, you don’t need to show me in that way, you know. 
I cough. 


“Next time, teach me that transformation skill of yours. I will teach you 
Evade and Escape.” (Makoto) 


“Okay. But, are you going to use a skill like Change?” (Aya) 
What are you saying?! 
Changing your appearance is the basics of assassin games and ninja games! 


“Your gaming brain is going wild again, Takatsuki-kun.” (Aya) 


“How rude.” (Makoto) 

Won’t deny it though. 

“What’s your level, Takatsuki-kun?” (Aya) 

“21. I lose to Sa-san by more than 10 levels.” (Makoto) 

““Weren’t you the type to increase your level as much as possible?” (Aya) 

I am surprised Sa-san remembers even my playstyle. 

“In the beginning I did. But my initial stats were way too low, so there’s no 
increasing them. Even if I raise my level, my stats don’t rise too much.” 
(Makoto) 


“You are sad because of that?” (Aya) 


“Eh? No, I don’t mind it anymore. Right now it is fun to increase my Water 
Proficiency. I will top up my Spirit Magic, too.” (Makoto) 


““Top up’, that was your favorite phase in the past, wasn’t it, Takatsuk1- 
kun?” (Aya) 


She says this as if nostalgic. 
Was it? 


““Sa-san, increase your level. Your base stats are high unlike me, so it has a 
lot of growth. Moreover, your Action Game Player gives them 3 times the 
effect.” (Makoto) 


“T am not good at increasing levels though.” (Aya) 
Right. 
That’s why Sa-san liked action games. 


“Hey, Takatsuki-kun.” (Aya) 


“What’s the matter, Sa-san?” (Makoto) 

“If you have any worries, tell me.” (Aya) 

*...Eh?” (Makoto) 

“T can see that you are worrying about something.” (Aya) 
“.. Really?” (Makoto) 

So I really can’t fool the eyes of a friend, huh. 

I have to tell Sa-san the details about being the believer of an Evil God. 
“Thanks.” (Makoto) 

“Don’t mind it.” (Aya) 

As I thought, it is easy to speak to an old friend. 

OO 


“Alright! Let’s celebrate the return of Makoto and Lucy to Makkaren!” 
(Lucas) 


Lucas-san gathered the adventurers and opened a drinking party. 
“Makoto! Tell us about Laberintos!” (Jean) 

The drunk Jean came to me. 

“Jean was saying everyday ‘is Makoto okay?’, you know?” (Emily) 
Emily says this with a grin. 

“O-O1, Emily, what are you saying?!” (Jean) 

“We didn’t really have that big of an adventure.” (Makoto) 


“Makoto...that would fall into the category of a lie...” (Lucy) 


It was a pain to talk while drunk, but Lucy retorts. 
Aah, this feeling, it really tells me that I am back in Makkaren. 


I looked to check if Sa-san was having fun, and she was gulping down 
liquor with glee. 


Sa-san is strong to alcohol. 
“What did you do today with Aya?’”’, Lucy asks. 
“Let’s see, I had Takatsuki-kun guide me through the city. We went to the 


store of Fujiwara-kun. Had lunch. And we also went to the hot spring’, Sa- 
san answers. 


aaa SH We ccd 
“A-Aya...U-Uhm, you entered the hot springs separately, right?” (Lucy) 


“No, we went together to something called a ‘family bath’. Isn’t that right, 
Takatsuki-kun?” (Aya) 


“Yeah.” (Makoto) 

A family bath is normal in this world, right? 

There’s a whole lot in the city after all. 
“M-Makoto...” (Jean) 

Why is Jean looking at me with those eyes of respect? 
“.,. Right in daytime... The worst.” (Emily) 

Why is Emily looking at me as if I am trash? 


(74 99 
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Lucy is frozen in place. 


Why? 


“N-No way... Even though I planned to be the first woman of Makoto- 
kun.” (Mary) 


“Mary-san, what are you talking about?” (Makoto) 

“Well, fine. I will be the second, so let’s go together next time.” (Mary) 
Mary-san wraps her arms around mine. 

What is this? 

Are they misunderstanding something here? 

“Ooi, Makoto has become a man! We are celebrating!” (Lucas) 
Lucas-san?! 

“Damn it!” “Explode!” “You two-timing bastard!” “A harem party is nice.” 


Even though it has been a while since I came back to home, the adventurers 
were jeering at me. 


Why?! 
—Family baths. 


The young men and women who enter there apparently do so with ‘that’ 
objective in mind without exception. 


It is the ‘amusement quarters’ of men and women. 
As if I would know such foreign world knowledge! 


The Water Temple didn’t teach me that! 


Chapter 60: Lucy feels affection 
towards Takatsuki Makoto 


-Lucy POV- 
“Eh? You are dating Jean now?!” (Lucy) 


It was something that happened while I was having lunch together with 
Emily. 


“Yeah. Or more like, you were the one who told me to confess already.” 
(Emily) 


“D-Did I?” (Lucy) 

The friend I hadn’t seen in a while now has a man. 

Well, they were practically dating since the moment I met them though. 
“But what about you, Lucy?” (Emily) 

“Uuuh...” (Lucy) 

Of course she would ask. 


“Uhm, the new girl that joined the party, that Aya girl...yesterday, she and 
Makoto-kun...” (Emily) 


“M-Makoto said nothing happened there!” (Lucy) 


“But they did enter the hot spring together.” (Emily) 


“Ugh...” (Lucy) 


Yesterday I thought they would want to have alone time to talk, so I gave 
them some space, but... 


I didn’t think they would have so much progress in just half a day! 


“It seems like they have known each other since way back in their world. 
Aren’t you in trouble, Lucy?” (Emily) 


“Wuuuh...” (Lucy) 

It has been a party of Makoto and I only until now. 

From now on, it will be a party of three. 

“Makoto-kun and Aya-chan might become an item, you know.” (Emily) 
I imagine what might happen the next time we go out to an adventure. 
Makoto and Aya get excited as they talk about their previous world. 
When the adventure is over, they will say: ‘We are going to go to the hot 
spring together for a bit’, “wait in the guild, Lucy-san’, and then I will go: 
‘Eh? Wait...’ 

I would then wait with my head down at the guild’s stalls. 

And then, the two of them will appear with arms linked... 

“N-Noooo!”’, I screamed. 


“Then, confess already.” (Emily) 


Emily says straight. 


Damn it, just because you have a boyfriend already, you are acting as if you 
are above me. 


“Emily-san...how should I confess?” (Lucy) 

“Uhm, in my case...” (Emily) 

I consulted with Emily about the way to confess. 

OO 

-Takatsuki Makoto POV- 

“Eh? You want to go goblin hunting, Lucy?” (Makoto) 
It was pretty rare of her. 


We have some leeway because of our earnings in Laberintos, so there’s no 
need to go get such small change. 


“Y-Yeah. Y-You know, isn’t it important to go back to your roots?” (Lucy) 
That’s a nice saying. 

“Alright then, let’s go too, Sa-san.” (Makoto) 

It has been a while since I have gone goblin hunting. 


It is just the right thing for our first campaign as a party of three! It is safe 
too. 


“Goblins, huh. I would rather not. I am being taught martial arts by Nina- 
san recently. I will be showing up there’, is what Sa-san said. 


“....Eeeh?” (Makoto) 


“Don’t make that face. I have already seen goblins a plenty lot in 
Laberintos.” (Aya) 


Even though it is our first campaign as a party of three, she went ‘I would 
rather not’. 


Alright, I will go alone with Lucy then~. 
Lucy pumps her fist lightly. 

Hm? 

OO 


I use water magic to advance upstream through the river that flows in the 
Great Forest. 


Lucy was clinging to me. 

It has been a while since we have done this. 
“Hey, can I ask one thing?”, Lucy asks. 
“What’s the matter?” (Makoto) 


“The Moving Water Walk, you can use it even if you don’t touch each 
other’s body, right?” (Lucy) 


“Of course, I can use it even if we are apart. It is just that we can economize 
the mana used if our bodies are touching each other.” (Makoto) 


The amount of mana I have is low, so the economization habit has stuck 
into me pretty deeply. 


.... do think I have a bit of a poor man’s mentality. 


“Tt is not that you want me to hug you that you are telling me all the time to 
cling onto you, right?” (Lucy) 


“No. Or more like, you can just put your hand on my shoulder. There’s no 
need to hug me so tightly.” (Makoto) 


Lucy’s chest is pressing against me and even now I still get nervous. 


“T don’t wanna. When you use your water magic to move, I feel like I will 
get shaken off at a curve or something.” (Lucy) 


“Aah, that’s true.” (Makoto) 

It feels good to accelerate to the peak when turning. 

While we were having that casual talk, we arrived at our objective location. 
The mist was thick and it was dark. 

Even though it is morning, the air is cold. 

We are close to the Demonic Forest. 

There’s a whole lot of monster alerts from Detection. 

Aah, how nostalgic. 

“Fuuh! I have returned.” (Makoto) 


“*...1 may have been the one who invited you, but Makoto, you really do 
love hunting goblins.” (Lucy) 


I even got an embarrassing nickname after all. 

It is the quest that I have the most confidence in since coming to this world. 
The two of us hunted goblins for a while. 

“Lucy, your control with magic has gotten better.” (Makoto) 

Lucy’s face brightens up in an instant. 


“Right?! It is thanks to the magic bracelet that the Great Sage-sama gave 
me. When I have this on, my magic proficiency gets amplified.” (Lucy) 


“Ooh, can I borrow it later?” (Makoto) 


“It doesn’t have any effect when over 50 in proficiency, is what was written 
in the instructions.” (Lucy) 


There was an instruction manual?! 

Great Sage-sama even gives thorough service. 

It doesn’t seem like it would do much for me then. 
I am over 100 now in proficiency. 

“Hey, you have any plans later?” (Lucy) 

Lucy changes the subject. 


“Hmm, I was thinking about continuing hunting. Do you have something in 
mind?” (Makoto) 


“There’s a place I would like to go to.” (Lucy) 
“Alright, I will accompany you.” (Makoto) 


The precision of Lucy’s magic has increased, and there’s no dangers for 
now. 


As long as we don’t go deep into the Demonic Forest, it should be okay. 
I use water magic and we once again move. 

“Where to?” (Makoto) 

“Uhm, turn right around there, I think.” (Lucy) 

“*.,. That’s the Forest of the Lost, you know?” (Makoto) 


It doesn’t have monsters as dangerous as the ones in the Demonic Forest, 
but the whole forest there is a dungeon. 


Unless you have the Map skill, it is said that you would get lost and can’t 
get out. 


Recommended rank is above Iron. 
We do pass that bar, but I wasn’t planning on going to a dungeon today. 


“It is okay. The Forest of the Lost is the playing ground of the elf children. I 
have gone a whole lot in the past, so I know the safe routes.” (Lucy) 


If Lucy says so, it should be fine. 

“T leave the navigation to you.” (Makoto) 
“Got it~.” (Lucy) 

We proceed deeper into the dungeon forest. 
“Lucy, we are lost, aren’t we?” (Makoto) 


“W-We are not! It has been a while since I have been here so, uhm...it 
should be around here.” (Lucy) 


“*...] will make sure we can return by using my Mapping Skill.” (Makoto) 
Will it be okay? 

While having slight doubts, we go deeper. 

OO 

“Hoh, it is here, huh.” (Makoto) 

We were at a blooming flower bed that covered my whole sight. 


It is an isekai flower bed with a whole lot of flowers that I have never seen 
in Japan. 


“It is beautiful, isn’t it? It is the secret place of the elves.” (Lucy) 


It was natural for Lucy to be bragging about it, that’s how beautiful it is. 

I look around and advance while making sure I don’t step on any flowers. 
A sweet scent tickles my nostrils. 

“Hey, sit here.” (Lucy) 


Within the flower bed, there was a rock with a size good enough for two 
people to sit on. 


I sat by the side of Lucy. 


What is it? The silence continues. 

Now that I think about it, did Lucy have some business? 
“H-Hey, how has it been lately?” (Lucy) 

“Even if you ask me how it has been...” (Makoto) 

We meet every day. 

“Is the Goddess doing well?” (Lucy) 

““... Yeah, she is.” (Makoto) 

She throws me a weirdly positioned topic. 


Could it be that she has noticed that I have been worrying about Noah-sama 
lately? 


“Did something happen?” (Lucy) 


“*...No, it is okay.” (Makoto) 


“If you are troubled by something, tell me. We are comrades, right?” (Lucy) 
The big eyes of Lucy were looking at my face. 

Lucy is my first companion since coming to this world. 

I don’t really want to hide too much from her. 


But the matter about being the Apostle of an Evil God is still a mess inside 
my head. 


I would like her to wait for a bit more. 


Now that I think about it, I have known Lucy for a good amount of time 
now. 


When I was in the Water Temple, I would go ‘I am going to push through 
solo!’. And I actually did go solo for a few months in Makkaren. 


(But the Griffon subjugation and the Laberintos exploration would have 
been unthinkable without Lucy.) (Makoto) 


If I was told to go solo as an adventurer, would I be able to? 
I have become stronger than | year ago. 

But I don’t want to be an adventurer alone anymore... 

Lucy was fiddling with her legs while sitting on the rock. 
Her eyebrows were knitted. 

Her side-profile is as beautiful as always. 

I should thank Lucy. 


About everything she has done for me, and that I look forward to 
continuing working with her. 


“Hey, Lucy.” “Hey, Makoto.” 
We both speak at the same time. 
We fall silent while looking at each other. 


I am just gonna thank her, but now that I think again, it is a bit 
embarrassing. 


Lucy skids closer to me. 

A distance where her breath could touch me. 

I could feel the high temperature of Lucy. 
“U-Uhm...Makoto...” (Lucy) 

“... Yeah, what is it, Lucy?” (Makoto) 

What’s going on? 

What’s this atmosphere? 

It is as if she is about to confess to me... 

No no no, don’t misunderstand, me. 

Didn’t Jean tell me that I shouldn’t cause love troubles within the party? 
“Uhm...I...”, Lucy wanted to say something, but... 
“*’.. Wait, Lucy. We are being watched.” (Makoto) 
“Eh?!” (Lucy) 

I was late to notice! 


We are surrounded. 


I get down from the rock and take a stance with my dagger. 

This is bad. 

There’s no water around. 

Lucy is grabbing my sleeve. 

(I have to let Lucy escape...) (Makoto) 

“.,. They are not attacking?” (Makoto) 

““...Could it be...” (Lucy) 

Lucy makes a troubled expression. 

“Oh my, we were caught.” “Lucy-neechan, is that your boyfriend?” “As I 
thought, it really is the daughter of Rozari-san. You have brought a man 
from a nice race.” “Hey hey! Introduce us to your boyfriend, Lucy!” 
People were coming out in droves?! 

Moreover, they are all elves! 

“Eh?! No way. Why is everyone...” (Lucy) 

Lucy was flustered. 

“Acquaintances?” (Makoto) 

“N-Neighbors in my hometown...” (Lucy) 

“We were planning on having a picnic with everyone today~.” 

“When we were about to, Lucy-neechan came with a man.” 

“So we all hid.” 


Uwaah, I didn’t notice at all. 


As expected of elves that live in the forest. 
Does everyone have the Stealth Skill? 
““S-S-Since when were you watching?!” (Lucy) 
seees“From the very beginning.’”””””’ 

“NOOOOO!!” (Lucy) 

Ah, Lucy ran away. 

The elf children ran after her. 

I was attacked by questions from the neighbors of Lucy. 


The elf acquaintances of Lucy were all friendly. 


They weren’t the isolated and unfriendly type that I imagined they would 
be. 


Also, the old lady elf gave me a mountain-like amount of fruits, and it was 
really hard to bring them back. 


Chapter 61: Meeting with 
the Goddess 


“Makoto, we are beginning today’s meeting.” 

By the time I noticed, Noah-sama was there. 

I was training till 2 a.m. but it seems like I fell asleep at some point in time. 
Noah-sama is for some reason not in the usual one piece. 

She has a tight black skirt, and a white business shirt. 

By the way, she has glasses on. 

A female teacher style? 


“It is good to see you in good health, Noah-sama. What is with that outfit?” 
(Makoto) 


“We are aiming to overturn the world together! Don’t I look like a reliable 
woman?” (Noah) 


She pushes her glasses up as she says so. 
When I look at her... 
(I can only see it as cosplay...) (Makoto) 


“How rude. Well, fine. You remember our objective, right?” (Noah) 


“Eliminate the threat that is the Great Demon Lord. At the same time, lower 
the faith of the Holy Gods’ believers, right?” (Makoto) 


The Goddess writes on the whiteboard that is floating midair. 
Then, ‘Bam!’ she slams the whiteboard. 

“Now! What will we do from now on, Makoto?” (Noah) 

The Goddess is really into this. 

“Find strong comrades?” (Makoto) 

I don’t think I can overturn the world’s system by myself. 


“Nice answer. Then, who will you be making your ally specifically?” 
(Noah) 


“Hmm, Sakurai-kun, maybe? The heroes?” (Makoto) 


But they are strongly influenced by the Holy Gods, so it is most likely 
impossible to make them our allies. 


“It doesn’t sound bad. But even though the hero bunch is strong in terms of 
power, in terms of affecting the world, they have their limits.” (Noah) 


“Converting their religion to yours slowly would be impossible though?” 
(Makoto) 


“That’s right! That’s why, our aim is these people!” (Noah) 

What Noah-sama wrote on the whiteboard was... 

“Oracles? Eh?” (Makoto) 

“There’s two Oracles that you are acquainted with, Makoto.” (Noah) 


Princess Noel and Princess Sofia are written there. 


“No no no, that’s definitely impossible.” (Makoto) 
Princess Noel is engaged to Sakurai-kun, and Princess Sofia hates me. 
Or more like, I am not good at dealing with her. 


“It is okay! The opposite of like 1s disinterest. You can change hate to like!” 
(Noah) 


“It is not going to go as smoothly as a galge game.” (Makoto) 


In the galge games that Fuji-yan likes, the heroins that hated the protagonist 
at first would fall in love completely in the middle. 


But that’s in games. 

In my experience, once you get hated by a girl, you stay hated. 
“Then, how about stealing away Noel-chan?” (Noah) 

“Spare me from that.” (Makoto) 

From all people, the girlfriend of Sakurai-kun? 

There’s no way I can do that. 


“In the first place, if I were to try something with the Oracles, wouldn’t the 
Holy Gods retaliate?” (Makoto) 


“Right. However, the Oracles of the Goddesses in your continent have 
massive influential power. Think about how your relationship will be with 
them. At the very least, that attitude from before is NG.” (Noah) 


““...Understood.” (Makoto) 
I nod with doubts. 


It is true that having the princess of the place you are living in hate you isn’t 
good. 


“Can I say something too?” (Makoto) 
“Fumu, go ahead and say it, Makoto.” (Noah) 
You don’t have to push up your glasses each and every single time. 


“T am thinking about telling Fuji-yan and my party about your objective and 
have them help out.” (Makoto) 


“Hmm, but they might not cooperate.” (Noah) 

“When that happens, I will give up. I won’t force them.” (Makoto) 
“They might tattle on you to the Church, you know?” (Noah) 

“They wouldn’t do that.” (Makoto) 

I responded slightly irritated. 

“Tt was a joke. But be careful when choosing who to tell.” (Noah) 
Being exposed to being an Evil God believer would be bad after all. 
“Got it. I will be careful and search for people I can trust.” (Makoto) 
“Right. First, from people close to you. I think that’s a good idea.” (Noah) 
I have obtained the agreement of Noah-sama. 

Then, I will talk with Fuji-yan, Lucy, and Sa-san. 


“By the way, Noah-sama, when would it be okay to challenge the Deep Sea 
Temple?” (Makoto) 


Saving the Goddess that is trapped in the Deep Sea Temple. 
That’s one of my objectives. 


It is not like I have forgotten. 


But the Goddess scratched her head as if troubled. 


“The Deep Sea Temple is being protected by the Leviathan of King 
Neptune.” (Noah) 


“T have heard about it.” (Makoto) 
In mythology. 


“The divine beast, Leviathan...is stronger than the Great Demon Lord if 
you were to fight it inside the ocean.” (Noah) 


“’,.Eh?” (Makoto) 
“We are talking here about a king of the demons that only ruled the surface 
world 1,000 years ago to a monster that has been the ruler of the sea for 


several tens of thousands of years. There’s no need to compare.” (Noah) 


Even if you tell me that, the information written in the Adventurer Guild 
didn’t have that. 


Stronger than the last boss? Isn’t that a hidden boss? 

“T will first do something about the Great Demon Lord.” (Makoto) 
“Wise choice.” (Noah) 

Noah-sama nods several times with arms crossed. 

“Then, that’s it for today.” (Makoto) 

“Bye bye.” (Noah) 

Noah-sama saw me off with her waving hand. 


She seems to be having fun. 


OO 


We are at the tatami room deep in the Cat Ears Garden. 
I explained about the matter of Noah-sama to Fuji-yan. 
It would be the end if he were to refuse here... 
“Haah...” (Fujiwara) 

Fuji-yan lets out a big sigh. 

“You have chosen a problematic path...” (Fujiwara) 

“Y-Yeah.” (Makoto) 


“When playing games with several difficulties, you were the kind of guy 
that would always go for the hardest one.” (Fujiwara) 


“Easy and Normal are hand-holding.” (Makoto) 


“There’s no need to have the same policy in this world though...” 
(Fujiwara) 


Yeah, I do think the same. 

But I chose it. 

“T will help out to a reasonable extent.” (Fujiwara) 
“Thank you!” (Makoto) 

I’m so glad! This is a real saving. 

I fell over to the back of my seat with a sigh of relief. 
I was so nervous. 

Fuji-yan stifles a laugh. 


“We are partners here, Takki-dono.” (Fujiwara) 


“But there’s limits, you know.” (Makoto) 
This time around, I asked for quite the crazy thing after all. 


After that, we had some casual talk, and I suddenly remembered a certain 
promise. 


“Changing the subject.” (Makoto) 

Nina-san had asked me of this. 

“About Nina-san...” (Makoto) 

At that moment, I noticed the grimace of Fuji-yan. 

Eh? Was it bad? 

“No... It isn’t something I would hide from you, Takki-dono.” (Fujiwara) 
Fuji-yan speaks as if having trouble in saying it. 

To my surprise, it seems like Christiana-san has asked him to marry her! 
“Wow. Then, you are going to become a noble now, Fuji-yan.” (Makoto) 
Ah, but Nina-san... 


“T haven’t told Nina-dono yet... Or more like, I don’t know if I should 
accept.” (Fujiwara) 


“So you are troubled.” (Makoto) 
“Chris-sama and Nina-dono don’t get along after all.” (Fujiwara) 
“Well, they are rivals in love.” (Makoto) 


“That’s not all-desu zo.” (Fujiwara) 


The nobles of this continent apparently look down on the demi-humans like 
beastkins and elves. 


The Sun Country seems to have the strongest inclination towards that. 
The nobles are like that, not only in the Water Country. 


Also, the noble that was the master of Nina-san had a bad personality, and 
that made Nina-san hate nobles. 


“No wonder they can’t get along... But you like Nina-san, right?” (Makoto) 


“Of course. She is the first person that I hired when I first began business in 
this world. She has been doing her best until now and has helped out in my 
store.” (Fujiwara) 


“Her bunny ears are cute.” (Makoto) 

“... Yeah.” (Fujiwara) 

You don’t have to get embarrassed by that at this point. 
“What do you think of Chris-san?” (Makoto) 

Why am I questioning him this much? 


But talking with Fuji-yan about this would be unthinkable in our previous 
world. It is a bit fun. 


We had zero relations with women after all. 


“Chris-dono...the first time I met her, she was troubled by her future and 
about marrying. She consulted with me about those things.” (Fujiwara) 


It seems like she had doubts about being bethrothered to the person that her 
parents prepared as a noble. 


And Fuji-yan brought that out with his talking skills. 


At that time, he wanted to get closer to the nobles in order to succeed as a 
merchant. 


We otherworldlers have no relatives or connections here, so it couldn’t be 
helped. 


“So, by the time you noticed, she had fallen in love with you, huh.” 
(Makoto) 


“She even went as far as rejecting her arranged marriage for me...” 
(Fujiwara) 


“O-Ooh...that’s quite the responsibility there...” (Makoto) 

Yeah, it already feels like a completely different world. 

“Well, this is my problem. I will do something about it-desu zo.” (Fujiwara) 
Fuji-yan gulps down his ale. 

H-Hmm, so mature. 

He looks my way as if changing the topic. 

“Can I request one thing of you?” (Fujiwara) 

“O-Of course.” (Makoto) 

I am having him accompany me who’s an Evil God believer. 


I plan on helping him in about as much as possible, but will I be able to 
help him? 


“T got a free business permission in Rozes the other day, right? I was 
thinking about doing a new business, but I am looking for good ideas.” 
(Fujiwara) 


“Hooh, I see.” (Makoto) 


But asking such an important thing to a newbie. 
“These kind of things are better to ask a variety of people.” (Fujiwara) 


“Hmm, wouldn’t it have to be something related to the beast ears that you 
love?” (Makoto) 


“T have done all of that already-desu zo. I am already the owner of this 
establishment now after all.” (Fujiwara) 


“Eh?” (Makoto) 
W-What?! The owner of the Cat Ears Garden is Fuji-yan? 


...At an unknown time, my friend had bought the store that we always go 
to. 


“T-Then, how about opening a ramen store since you like them so much, 
Fuji-yan.” (Makoto) 


“T have made a contract with a pig farm for ramen use. I think we are about 
to get the ideal taste.” (Fujiwara) 


“|. Wow.” (Makoto) 
No good. He has long since begun what I would think. 


I should switch my view and begin searching for my specialty that is water 
magic. 


“Then, what about this?” (Makoto) 


“...Fumu, fumu, fumu, fumu...what?! Is something like that possible?! We 
can use that!” (Fujiwara) 


Looks like it was a viable idea. 


Chapter 62: Fuji-yan begins a 
new business 


“Welcome~. Would you like to try this?” 


“Right now, we are running a promotion. The first 30 customers will get a 
10% discount.” 


Today, I participated in the new business of Fuji-yan. 
Or so I say, but I am simply watching. 


I thought about calling for customers, but the ones giving out the pamphlets 
are cute cat ear and fox eared female employees. 


Yeah, no need for a man. 

The one in command is Nina-san. 
She is giving instructions promptly. 
“How are the sales?” (Makoto) 


“It is popular-desu zo. How about you, Takki-dono? Is the making of the 
‘material’ going well?” (Fujiwara) 


“Plenty of room.” (Makoto) 
“How reliable!” (Fujiwara) 


Glad to see that it is going well. 


“What are you doing, Makoto?” 

“Part-time job at Fujiwara-kun’s store?” 

Lucy and Sa-san passed by. 

“Fufufu, our new project as partners-desu zo!” (Fujiwara) 

“T began a new business with Fuji-yan.” (Makoto) 

In exchange for helping me, an Evil God believer. 

“What’s this~?” 

Sa-san peeks at the box of merchandise. 

“Wah, cold! Is this ice?” (Lucy) 

Lucy touched the inside and jerked away. 

“Takki-dono made ice that won’t melt for 1 year with his Spirit Magic. We 
put that inside a preserving box, and we are selling it as a refrigerator-desu 
zo!” (Fujiwara) 


“Heeh~, so there’s no refrigerators in this world?”, is what the modern girl, 
Sa-san, says. 


“What’s a refrigerator?”, Lucy asks. 


“A refrigerator is a container that cools food and drinks. In the world I was 
in, it was an item that everyone had.” (Makoto) 


“Ooh, sounds convenient. But you can make ice that doesn’t melt?” (Lucy) 


“By combining Water Magic and Spirit Magic, I made magic that ‘won’t 
melt for a while if you don’t bring it out of Makkaren’.” (Makoto) 


In reality, it is magic that throws everything to the spirits though. 


Asking the Spirits of Makkaren, I have them maintain their frozen state. 
Of course, they will easily melt if taken out to a different place. 

“Wow, then it will definitely sell! Are you winning big?” (Aya) 

“Well, we are beginning sales, so it is going decently-desu zo.” (Fujiwara) 
Fuji-yan chuckles at the question of Sa-san. 


“With my proficiency, | year is the longest I can maintain it though. If I did 
my best, I could lengthen it to 2-3 years.” (Makoto) 


“T heard from Takki-dono that the ice that was made from his training was 
pointlessly gathering. So we thought that it could be used.” (Fujiwara) 


It was a pain to melt them every single time. 


“Aah, now that I think about it, Mary-san was wondering why the waterway 
at the back of the guild has been freezing lately. So that was your doing, 
Makoto.” (Lucy) 


“T have been thawing it properly lately after getting caught by Mary-san.” 
(Makoto) 


When I made unmelting ice every now and then and left it like that, it 
would get found out and I would get yelled at. 


“Takatsuki-kun, you really do love training. The same as leveling up.” 
(Aya) 


Sa-san laughs. 
“What are you two doing?”’, Fuji-yan asks. 


“T was having Lucy-san guide me through the city, and also shopping, 
maybe?” (Aya) 


“Tf that’s the case, you could have invited me too.” (Makoto) 


We are a party of three, right? I am a bit sad. 

“Makoto, you want to choose the underwear of Aya together?” (Lucy) 
Lucy asks me with cold eyes. 

“I’m fine. Let’s go together.”, Sa-san says all smiles. 

“Aah...nah, it’s okay.” (Makoto) 

Yeah, you girls go by yourselves. 


“The merchandise will be sold out in a bit, so how about we all eat 
together?” (Nina) 


Maybe Nina-san had finished giving her instructions to the employees, she 
came here. 


“T’m in~.” (Lucy) 

“Let’s go, let’s go~.” (Aya) 

It seems like it has ended up with everyone having dinner together. 
QO? 

“To the success of this new business!” 

cane Cheersy 


We were in celebratory spirits at the Cat Ears Garden due to the high sales 
of the new product. 


“Man, the Spirit Magic of Takki-dono is convenient~.” (Fujiwara) 
“As expected of Makoto-sama!” (Nina) 


Fuji-yan and Nina-san praise me. 


These two always immediately begin flattering me. Not that I dislike it 
though. 


“Right now it can only be used in Makkaren and Laberintos though.” 
(Makoto) 


I answer while eating garlic meat and olive oil pasta. 
This is tasty. Wonder if I can make it too. 

“The food here is delicious!” (Aya) 

Sa-san was munching a big fried fish as she said this. 
“By the way, the owner is Fuji-yan.” (Makoto) 

Lucy, Sa-san, and Nina-san made surprised expressions. 
Wait, why Nina-san? 


“Goshujin-sama, you bought another establishment on your own, didn’t 
you?” (Nina) 


Nina-san stares at Fuji-yan straight. 


“T-Isn’t it fine?! I have been aiming for this place for a while now-desu zo!” 
(Fujiwara) 


“Goshujin-sama, you lack self-restraint for things you like.” (Nina) 
Fuji-yan is being scolded by Nina-san. 


“Now that I think about it, Fujtwara-kun is the type that would buy the 
whole series of a game he likes, and all the volumes of a manga, right?” 


(Aya) 


“He would pour all his part-time job money in buying things he liked.” 
(Makoto) 


I remember the past together with Sa-san. 

How nostalgic. 

“Haah...the girl in finances will get angry at you again, you know?” (Nina) 
“Nina-dono, at that time, please come together with me...” (Fujiwara) 
“Can’t be helped.” (Nina) 

When I look at them like this, they are a good duo. 

“Fujiyan-san and Nina-san get along well.” (Lucy) 


“She is apparently the first comrade of Fuji-yan since coming to this world 
after all.” (Makoto) 


“T see. By the way, I am your first comrade, right, Makoto?” (Lucy) 

Why do you ask that so suddenly, Lucy? 

“Hey hey, Takatsuki-kun. Let’s talk about our time in middle school.” (Aya) 
Sa-san, please stop the strange rivalry. 

At the moment when we were having a fun time drinking and talking... 
“Makoto-kun! So you were here!” 

Mary-san came as if in a hurry. 

“Mary-san, what’s the matter?” (Makoto) 


“TI have received a message from the Adventurer Guild of Highland!” 
(Mary) 


Eh? I have a bad feeling about this. 


“Here, a message from Princess Noel”, she gives me a paper that has a short 
message in it. 


This is definitely the work of Sakurai-kun! 


“Uhm, ‘we would like to invite you in order to celebrate your contribution 
in saving Laberintos’...?”? (Makoto) 


“Wait, that wasn’t in the report!” (Mary) 
Mary-san puffs up in anger. 


Now that I think about it, we only reported that we defeated the Harpy 
Queen? 


“T forgot.” (Makoto) 

“Geez. You are always like this, Makoto-kun.” (Mary) 

Mary-san ruffles my hair. 

“The invitation is for 1 month from now. Understood?” (Mary) 
“Yes, understood.” (Makoto) 

The Goddess told me to get along with the Oracles = the Princesses. 
I am already riding this boat. 

“There’s also another invitation.” (Mary) 

“Eh?” (Makoto) 


Mary-san takes out one other paper. 


“Princess Sofia has sent an order to come to the capital of the Water 
Country. This one is in 7 days.” (Mary) 


This one’s an order? 

Moreover, the settled date is so close. 

The Princess with those cold eyes surfaces in my mind. 
H-Hmm. 

I am not feeling it... 


“It is written as an order, but it is actually to tell you words of appreciation, 
so come to the capital. The contents are no different from the ones of 
Princess Noel.” (Mary) 


Mary-san adds. 
“Do I have to go?” (Makoto) 


“Well, if you are going to be staying in the Water Country in the future, it 
would be best to go.” (Mary) 


“Right.” (Makoto) 

Can’t be helped. 

“There’s a variety of things that the guild has to communicate to you, so 
make sure to show up tomorrow, okay?’’, saying this, Mary-san sat on a seat 
at our table. 

What is she doing? 

“Today’s job is over! Now, let’s drink. One ale here.” (Mary) 


“You are joining as if natural”, Lucy says amazed. 


“Cause you know, Makoto has finally returned, and yet, he 1s going to be 
leaving somewhere faraway again!” (Mary) 


I see, I will be leaving Makkaren for a while again. 
Even though I just returned... 
That feeling might have shown in my face. 


“Oh, Makoto-kun. Are you sad that you won’t be able to see me? Are 
you?’’, she hugged me. 


“Tam.” (Makoto) 

When I look at Mary-san, I feel like I have returned to Makkaren. 
She is the first person that registered me as an adventurer. 

“gy 

Mary-san separated from me in an instant. 

She had a red face and her mouth was flapping. 

I didn’t say anything weird. 


“Makoto-kun, want to stay at my apartment today?”, she shuffled closer to 
me and whispered in my ear. 


“T won’t.” (Makoto) 

I drank till I collapsed last time. 

“Takatsuki-kun has become a playboy...” “I want to say that too...” 
Sa-san and Lucy, what are you girls saying? 


We meet everyday already. 


In the end, we were pulled by the drinking Mary-san, and ended up drinking 
until the closing time of the restaurant. 


QP 

The next day at the Adventurer Guild. 

“Takatsuki Makoto-san. In consideration for your contribution to the 
subjugation of the Taboo Dragon in Laberintos, you will be promoted to 
Silver Rank.” (Mary) 

Even though she drank so much yesterday night, she didn’t show a single 
sign of having a hangover, and had a serious and business-like face. That’s 
Mary-san for you. 

My head is still throbbing. 


“Wait, me, Silver Rank? I just became an Iron not that long ago.” (Makoto) 


“Kuh! Even the record for the shortest amount of time to becoming Silver!” 
(Jean) 


I heard the mortified voice of Jean from behind. 

“Makoto, nicely done!” (Lucy) 

Lucy gives me a thumbs up with a wide smile on her face. 
Sa-san doesn’t seem to get it, but still smiles. 

I also don’t really get it myself. 


“T think I don’t really have the ability to match that rank. I don’t mind 
staying as Iron for a while.” (Makoto) 


I remember the time when Nina-san fought against the Chimera one on one. 


I don’t think I have the same strength as that. 


“You obviously can’t revoke it. You were invited to the capital of Highland 
and Rozes by royalty. We as the Adventurer Guild of Makkaren can’t send 
you off as an Iron Rank.” (Mary) 


‘Don’t say selfish things’, Mary-san says as she chides me. 
...It was a forced event. 


I became a Silver Rank, and as celebration, Lucas-san and the Skewer Stall 
Boss made me drink a whole lot. 


Mary-san was teasing me as always, and Jean announced: ‘I will catch up to 
you in an instant, got it?!’. 


And so, we once again departed from Makkaren. 


Chapter 63: Takatsuki Makoto 
heads to the Capital 


The objective is the capital of Rozes, Horun. 
In this journey too, we are travelling in Fuji-yan’s Flying Ship. 


It is because Fuji-yan plans on receiving the business permit from Princess 
Sofia. 


I thought the trip would be lighthearted like the previous time though... 


“Everyone, I will be accompanying you all in this time’s journey. Please 
take care of me.” 


The one smiling elegantly is the daughter of Makkaren’s feudal lord, Lady 
Christiana. 


Is the one behind her her personal maid? 
Also, there’s a female warrior that’s most likely her bodyguard. 
(Fuji-yan, why is Christiana-san here?) (Makoto) 


(She said she was coming no matter what and didn’t listen-desu zo) 
(Fujiwara) 


We were talking in whispers. 
“Christana-sama, don’t you have work to do?” (Nina) 


Nina-san deals with her with a frown. 


“Yes, I have left it to my subordinates. Greeting royalty is also the job of 
land nobles.” (Chris) 


Christiana-san didn’t break her expression. 

“T feel pity for the subordinate that got the job pushed on them.” (Nina) 
“There’s no problem. By the way, where’s my room?” (Chris) 

“Who knows. There might not be an open room.” (Nina) 

“Oh my. Then, I don’t mind sharing the room with Fujiwara-sama.” (Chris) 
I feel an ominous air. 

I glance at my side. 

Fuji-yan was also looking at me. 

(Sorry, I can’t help you out here.) (Makoto) 

I whisper to him in my mind. 

I felt sorry for my good friend that had a truly sad expression. 

OO 

After dinner, on top of the Flying Ship at night. 

I continue training my water magic below the light of the moon. 

It would have been nice to have a drink with Fuji-yan under the moonlight 
like last time, but it seems like Fuji-yan has been caught by Christiana-san 
or Nina-san. 


Or maybe both. 


“Popular men have it rough.” (Makoto) 
I make the birds I created flap around while enjoying the night wind. 
Hmm, the closer I get to the capital, the less energetic the Spirits are. 


(Makoto, the control of the Holy Gods is stronger in their capital, so the 
Spirits get proportionally weaker.) (Noah) 


Is that so, Noah-sama... 

I am a bit uneasy. 

I don’t think a monster will appear at the capital though. 

It won’t, right? 

“Takatsuki-kun?” 

While I spaced-out looking at the moon and training, Sa-san came over. 
“That dinner just now...was awkward, wasn’t it...?” (Aya) 

“Aah, yeah...” (Makoto) 


Christiana-san was pushing Fuji-yan’s answer about the marriage in the 
middle of the dinner. 


Nina-san snapped at that. 
The atmosphere turned terrible in an instant. 


They didn’t hide how they hate each other, and the thorny conversations 
went on. 


“Fujiwara-san should just tell her clearly that Nina-san is his girlfriend!” 
(Aya) 


Sa-san seems to be the ally of Nina-san. 


She has been learning martial arts from Nina-san lately, so there’s no 
surprise there. 


But... 


“Christiana-san seems to have broken up with her previous fiance for Fuji- 
yan, you know.” (Makoto) 


“Hooh...Fujiwara-kun is popular.” (Aya) 
Sa-san says with an expression as if unexpected. 
Well, we were not popular at all in our high school time after all. 


“But that doesn’t matter though. It is not like you have to go out with her 
because she broke up with her fiance.” (Aya) 


“Y-Yeah.” (Makoto) 
That’s true, but... 
In Fuji-yan’s case, he has the cheat skill of Galge Player. 


Christiana-san falling in love with Fuji-yan after accurately understanding 
her worries and giving her advice might have been inevitable. 


The nobility conflicts about succession sound like they would be tiring after 
all. 


I am seeing the scariness of the Galge Player Skill. 

I am glad my Skills are peaceful in that area. 

Because it is only changing perspectives and choices showing up! 
I would have liked them to be a bit stronger though! 


While I was making a complicated expression, Sa-san seems to have 
thought of something. 


“Hey, Takatsuki-kun, could it be that you are bothered by the fact that 
Fujiwara-kun is popular, and yet, you don’t have a girlfriend?” (Aya) 


Eh? Did I have that kind of face? 

“No no no, I am not bothered by that at all.’ (Makoto) 

I seriously am not. 

I am stalwart. 

“Really~?” (Aya) 

Sa-san wraps her arms around mine with a grin. 

Is that a habit of Lamias? 

Her entangling has gotten more aggressive than her previous self. 
“Hey, what are you doing?” 

Lucy with a slightly stiff voice appears. 

We made too much noise huh. 

“Takatsuki-kun said he wanted a girlfriend.” (Aya) 

“Eh?!”, Lucy shouts in surprise. 

“Sa-san, I didn’t say that.” (Makoto) 

“H-Hmm, geez, Makoto. So that’s how it was.” (Lucy) 

Lucy shifted her way to the opposite side from Sa-san. 
Uhm...hey, are you listening to what I’m saying? 

““Sa-san, Lucy, I am in the middle of my magic training.” (Makoto) 


“You are saying that in this situation?” (Aya) 


“You have flowers in both arms.” (Lucy) 

Sa-san’s cool temperature, and Lucy’s high temperature. 

Aah, if not for Clear Mind, I would have tapped out a long time ago. 
It is dead in the night. 

Sandwiched by two cute girls. 

Yeah, this is quite the lucky situation for a man. 

Right. 

I had an important thing to tell these two. 

It would be better to tell them before arriving to the capital. 

It is by no means me trying to change the topic. 

“Lucy, Sa-san, I have something important to tell you.” (Makoto) 
“What?” (Lucy) 

“What’s the matter?” (Aya) 

“About the Goddess...” (Makoto) 

I tell Lucy and Sa-san about Noah-sama. 

That I will be fighting the world as an Evil God Apostle. 

The two listened to me with serious expressions. 


“T won’t force you to cooperate with me. But there’s the possibility that it 
will be dangerous if you continue to stay with me—” (Makoto) 


“How stupid, Makoto.” (Lucy) 


Lucy cuts off my words as if this was silly. 


“We are a party, aren’t we?” (Lucy) 
Lucy says with hands on her waist and exhaling through her nose. 


“That’s what you were worrying about lately, huh. You should have told me 
already.” (Lucy) 


“Lucy...” (Makoto) 


I wonder why, a different feeling is welling up compared to the time when 
Fuji-yan told me he would help me out. 


“There’s no need to confirm with us every single time. We are your allies, 
Takatsuki-kun.” (Aya) 


Sa-san, who is shorter than me, pets my head. 
“Sa-san...” (Makoto) 


Sometimes, she would treat me like I am younger than her, or more like, a 
little brother. 


Since way before. 

And it doesn’t feel bad. 

“Thank you... It really takes off from my shoulders.” (Makoto) 
In this way, there’s now 3 allies for the Evil God Apostle. 

(Oh my, you are one playboy, Makoto.) (Noah) 

Please don’t tease me, Noah-sama. 


“By the way, we were the first ones you told about being the enemies of the 
world, right?” (Lucy) 


“No, I have already told Fuji-yan.” (Makoto) 


al ST aaa 
Was there a need to get surprised in stereo? 


“Aren’t these kinds of things first brought up to your party members?” 
(Lucy) 


“Why is it that I, who has been acquainted with you since middle school, 
was told later?” (Aya) 


The two were displeased. 
No, you know, Fuji-yan has a mind reading skill, so I had to tell him first. 
The fact that I can’t tell them that is vexing. 


“Emily told me that Makoto might like men more than women. You don’t 
show interest in my attire after all.” (Lucy) 


Oi, that’s slandering. 
I will sue you. 


“*... Now that you mention it, at high school, he would always be talking 
only to Fujiwara-kun at lunch break.” (Aya) 


We were talking about the new games coming out! 


I intended this to be a serious talk, but the two of them are the same as 
always. 


Next time when I have an important talk, I should tell these two 
immediately without worrying about it. 


That’s how I felt after this. 


Chapter 64: Takatsuki Makoto 
arrives at the capital, Horun 


“That’s the capital of Rozes, Horun. The Rozes Castle towers at the middle 
of it.” 


The sight of it slowly got clearer and clearer from on top of the Flying Ship. 


“It is surrounded by more than thousands of water fountains and flowers of 
varying sizes, and it is called the number one most beautiful castle of this 
continent.” (Chris) 


Christiana-san adds. 
“But that rampart under construction doesn’t look good.” (Aya) 


Just as Sa-san said, the big wall under construction that surrounds the whole 
capital destroys the sight. 


“Horun, which is one of the most prominent touristic locations of the 
continent, only has the minimum defense facilities, and they were mostly 
working in maintaining the scenery after all.” (Fujiwara) 


“But after receiving the oracle a few years ago that the Great Demon Lord 
will be reviving, the ramparts were hurriedly being reinforced.” (Chris) 


I see. 
They do say that the monsters have gotten more active and wild. 


Must be rough. 


“Hey hey, when we arrive at the capital, where are we going?” (Lucy) 
Lucy asks with excitement. 

“First, I will go to the castle and greet the King.” (Makoto) 

“Isn’t there still time till the settled date?” (Lucy) 

“It said come within 7 days, so I suppose it is okay to go sooner.” (Makoto) 
I want to finish up the problematic things fast. 

I can leisurely explore the capital after that. 

“Then, let’s go down.” (Fujiwara) 

Everyone nodded at Fuji-yan. 

OO 

—Flower Main Street 


It is the main street that extends straight from the main gate of Horun all the 
way to the Rozes Castle. 


Just as its name states, there’s many flowers blooming at the side of that 
path. 


Brick buildings that remind me of the cityscape of Europe. 
The street was crowded with people. 


The people that were walking the path were of varying races: human, 
beastkin, elf, dwarves. From children to elderly. 


Makkaren was similar, but the people here have a somewhat different 
atmosphere. 


How to say it, they were polished. 


Their clothing and the way they talk. 
“It feels as if I went from the countryside to the city.” (Makoto) 


“Haha! The first time I came to the capital, I thought the same thing-desu 
zo.” (Fujiwara) 


Fuji-yan says while laughing. 

“Hey hey.”, Lucy pulls my sleeve. 

What was there was... 

“Ah...sorry, Christiana-sama.” (Makoto) 

Oops. The daughter of the feudal lord of Makkaren was here. 


“It is okay. Compared to the capital, Makkaren could indeed be considered 
a countryside.” (Chris) 


She forgave me with a simple chuckle. 

“Hey, what is that?” (Aya) 

Nice, Sa-san. She diverted the topic. 

What she pointed at was a big tent that was set at the plaza. 
Indeed, what is that? 

In our previous world, those kinds of tents were... 


“That’s the monster tamers’ circus troupe. They are a group of performers 
that go around the continent.” (Chris) 


“T have seen it once before a long time ago, but it was quite the thing.” 
(Fujiwara) 


So it really is a circus. 


So there’s in this world as well. 


Is what I thought, but in this world, it is not people that do the performance, 
but taming monsters to make them do the performances. 


The difference in those areas makes it an Isekai, huh. 
“Ah, there’s a giant and a dragon!” (Lucy) 


At the place Lucy points at, there’s a giant that’s around 10 meters tall, and 
also a dragon on the smaller side inside a cage. 


“So you can tame dragons too, huh.” (Makoto) 
Monster tamers are incredible. 


“No, that’s a wyvern. If there were a monster tamer that could tame a pure 
dragon, they wouldn’t be working in a circus trope but the country.” (Chris) 


Christiana-san tells me. 

“But those monsters have accumulated stress.” (Aya) 
“You can tell, Sa-san?” (Makoto) 

“Yeah, kinda.” (Aya) 

Some kind of link between monsters? 


“The monsters in the circus trope originally attacked people, and would 
normally be killed, but the circus trope would buy them. Just that...the way 
they treat them is bad.” (Nina) 


So they are utilizing monsters that were originally supposed to be 
subjugated then. 


If there were an organization for the ethical treatment of monsters, I feel 
like there would be complaints, but there’s most likely not. 


“Anyways, this city really has a lot of flowers.” (Lucy) 

Looks like Lucy prefers the flowers over the circus. 

She is looking at the flower beds and potted plants here and there. 

“Tt is a beautiful city.” (Makoto) 

I truly think that. This is the flower capital. 

“We will be arriving soon-desu zo. I will talk to the gatekeeper.” (Fujiwara) 
We always leave these areas to Fuji-yan. 

I am really grateful to him. 


We passed through the gate that was adorned artistically, and entered the 
Rozes Castle. 


OO 
“Raise your heads.” 
After entering, we had an audience with the King of Rozes. 


There were many people who had come to speak to the King, but when we 
arrived, we were placed as the top priority and let in. 


It gave me a slight sense of superiority. 


“T extend my gratitude for your contribution in the subjugation of the Taboo 
Dragon.” 


“The Laberintos City is an important asset of Rozes. We were saved by you 
heroes of the parallel world.” 


The King and Queen of Rozes were giving plain words of gratitude. 


They asked me what I wanted between gold or peerage as a reward, and 
after thinking for a while, I answered: Gold. 


Serving the royal family as a noble is a bit... 

This is okay, right, Noah-sama? 

(Do as you please, Makoto.) (Noah) 

Looks like there’s no problem. 

The King finished speaking, and at the end, Princess Sofia spoke. 


“Takatsuki Makoto, Fujiwara Michio; this is the business permit for the 
Water Country that you requested. I have signed it under my name.” (Sofia) 


“Thank you very much.” (Fujiwara) 
Fuji-yan receives it with glee. 


In the Water Country, the power of the nobles and the holy professions 1s 
Strong. 


Princess Sofia is the Oracle of the Water Goddess. 


She is the person that is close to the top in regards to the nobles and holy 
professions. 


Her sign apparently means a lot. 

(Well, with this, we probably won’t be meeting again.) (Makoto) 
I glanced up and...her ice cold eyes met with mine. 
(Uwaah...she is glaring at me.) (Makoto) 

I am really hated. 


Princess Sofia continues her words. 


“Merchant Fujiwara, if you so wish, we could grant you a peerage.” (Sofia) 
“Eh?” 


The one who raised a voice of surprise at Princess Sofia’s words was 
Christiana-san. 


“*’..No, this business permit here is plenty enough, Princess-sama.” 
(Fujiwara) 


In the end, Fuji-yan refused that. 

And in this way, the audience ended. 

Aah, it really stiffened my shoulders there. 

OO 

“Fuji-yan, why did you refuse the peerage?” (Makoto) 
I was curious about it, so I tried asking. 


“Because if I were to accept the peerage from Princess Sofia, I would have 
to live in the capital of Horun. Also, that was more of a preparation for you, 
Takki-dono, rather than me-desu zo.” (Fujiwara) 


“Eh? What do you mean?” (Makoto) 


“She most likely investigated that you and I have formed parties together in 
Makkaren, and that we were doing business together too. It seems that her 
objective was to bind us to the Water Country-desu zo.” (Fujiwara) 


The latter part was in a low voice. 
It seems like he read the mind of Princess Sofia. 


So that was her intention, huh... 


When I glanced to the side, I saw that Christiana-san was making a 
complicated expression. 


What happened? 

“Makoto, we are exploring the city!” (Lucy) 

Lucy was pumped up. 

But there’s something more important than exploring the city! 
“No, first, let’s explore the castle.” (Makoto) 

It is the basics of RPGs. 

This is my first castle since coming to this Iseka1. 

I will explore every nook and cranny! 

“Takki-dono, wait.” (Fujiwara) 

“Takatsuki-kun, wait.” (Aya) 

Fuji-yan and Sa-san grabbed me from both sides. 

“Eh?” (Makoto) 

“You can’t break vases and check drawers, okay?” (Fujiwara) 


“That’s a crime, okay? You must not search for hidden rooms or stairs, 
okay?” (Aya) 


“...Eh? You can’t?” (Makoto) 
N-No way... Wait, that’s obvious. 
Of course you can’t. 


Yeah, I knew. 


Lucy, Nina-san, and Christiana-san had their mouths open wide. 
“...Makoto?” (Lucy) 

“No, I wouldn’t do that.” (Makoto) 

Aah, games are scary. 

I was about to break the vases nearby and check the drawers. 
(Haah...) 

I could even hear the sigh of the Goddess. 

What’s with everyone? 

Treating me like a weirdo. 

OO 


Fuji-yan seemed to have been relieved that he stopped my eccentricities; he 
left to greet the companies of Horun. 


Nina-san accompanied Fuji-yan. 

Christiana-san seems to be going to greet the nobles of the capital. 

She left with her attendants. 

And so, just as I was thinking about exploring the city with the others... 
“You bastard, is that you, Takatsuki Makoto?! Why are you here?” 

I was suddenly called. 


When I turned around, the one there was the former guardian knight of the 
Water Oracle. 


Hm? Wasn’t he fired? 


Chapter 65: Takatsuki Makoto 
meets the former guardian 
knight again 


“You bastard, why are you here?!” 

The former water guardian knight walks over here with large strides. 
“Right back at you. I heard you got fired.” (Makoto) 

Did Princess Sofia lie? 


“That’s right! Because of you, I was taken off from my prestigious position 
as the Guardian Knight of the Oracle-sama, and am now just the knight 
captain of the castle watch!” 


Ah, moved from posts, huh. 
It is not that he was fired. 
She certainly did say that ‘I had him quit being my Guardian Knight’. 


I feel like it would feel a lot better to be a watch around the castle than to 
follow around that Princess that seems to have a bad personality though. 


“T see, I heard that adventurers of Makkaren had come to have an audience 
with the King. So it was you guys. That means that you have been given 
peerage, huh.” 


“No, I didn’t...” (Makoto) 


“Then, you will be part of us from today on. Come here! I will teach you 
about chivalry.” 


This guy isn’t listening. 


Or more like, he dragged me to a training field-looking place by the time I 
noticed. 


Lucy and Sa-san were with me. 

OO 

“Now, take whichever weapon you want! There’s also staffs for mages!” 
There certainly are worn-out weapons (wooden) lined up. 

What should I do? 

Hmm, I look at my surroundings with RPG Player. 

(T-There’s no Spirits at all...) (Makoto) 

Rozes is a country of politics and religion. 


The Rozes Castle is the royal castle as well as the largest church of the 
country. 


I heard that the royalty has several years of experience as priests. 
The Princess is the Church’s Oracle and all. 


Thanks to that, the power of the Holy Gods has reached through all the 
nooks and crannies of the Rozes Castle, and it has become an incredibly 
hard place to live in for the Spirits. 


(Well, I haven’t received any peerage, so I am not their coworker or 
anything. I could tell them that and refuse, but...what to do.) (Makoto) 


While I was thinking that, someone spoke from behind. 


{?? 


“Takatsuki-kun, if it is about fighting, I will go first 
It is Sa-san. 
“Who are you? A comrade of Takatsuki Makoto?” 


“Sasaki Aya, nice to meet you. Takatsuki-kun is our party leader, so I will 
be your opponent first.” (Aya) 


Sa-san says clear and straight. 
But she has a flower pattern shirt and a skirt. 
It is clothing similar to that of our previous world. 


In this world, she looks like a town girl, so the former Guardian Knight man 
said flabbergasted. 


“So that means you are an adventurer comrade. Fighting against women 
and children goes against my knight’s code. Oi, you guys fight her.” 


“Yes!” 

Hoh, talking about cool stuff like knight’s code. 
The one who came to the front was a female knight. 
“T will use this weapon.” 

The female knight chose a wooden sword. 

“T am fine with my bare hands.” 

Sa-san didn’t take anything and stood on the front. 
The female knight had a displeased expression. 


“Don’t blame me if you get injured. Don’t you know about the three-step 
distance of kendo?” 


No, why do you know about that? 
That’s a word of our world. 


Is what I thought, but it might be an understanding that’s shared between 
worlds. 


The ones who have a weapon are stronger. 

Normally. 

“You seem to be an adventurer. What’s your rank?” 

The female knight takes a stance with her sword. 

“Stone Rank? Was that it, Takatsuki-kun?” (Aya) 

“Yeah.” (Makoto) 

Sa-san maintained her normal posture. 

Or more like, at least remember your own adventurer rank, Sa-san. 
The knights in the training field were gathering and spectating. 
Hearing that she is Stone Rank, they made pitying faces. 
Everyone must be imagining her losing. 

“Begin!” 

The former Guardian Knight gave the signal. 

“Stone Rank, you say... I will finish this in one hit!” 

The female knight lunges towards Sa-san. 

Quite the speed. 


Sa-san didn’t really move. 


The female knight raised her sword and— 
*Clack!* 


A kinda silly sound was made as the female knight was blown around 5 
meters away. 


Sa-san slapped her. 
“Eh? Did I overdo it?” (Aya) 
Sa-san scratches her head. 


The former Guardian Knight and the knights in the training field had their 
eyes wide open. 


“Aya, that was impressive!” (Lucy) 

Lucy hops in place and celebrates. 

Well, that’s a given. 

“So, who’s next? You guys are a bit too weak.” (Aya) 

Sa-san looks around. 

They must have taken that as a provocation, the atmosphere got dangerous. 
“You are next. Go.” 

“Yes!” 

The next to come out was a burly man. 

Where did your knight’s code go? 


Well, he too was also sent flying after 15 seconds though. 


“N-Next!” 


The former Guardian Knight was choosing knights that seemed to be his 
subordinates, but Sa-san would end up smashing them. 


“W-What unbelievable strength.” “This, and yet, Stone Rank...” “Are the 
adventurers in Makkaren a bunch of monsters...?” 


No, they are not. Makkaren is a peaceful countryside. 
Sa-san is a Lamia. 


Lamias may be Mid Rank, but they have higher physical strength compared 
to humans. 


On top of that, Sa-san is an otherworldler reincarnator whose Stats are 10 
times more than that of your regular Lamia. 


She even has Skills that can amplify her speed and attack power by 3 times. 


‘Tf it is solely in physical power, she is on the level of a hero’, the words of 
Noah-sama came back to my mind. 


Well, of course you wouldn’t be able to win. 


Or more like, if she hadn’t noticed that I was Takatsuki Makoto in 
Laberintos, I might have ended up like this... Scary. 


While I was spaced out watching, all knights in the training field had been 
defeated by Sa-san. 


The only one remaining is the former Guardian Knight. 
“You are the last one.” (Aya) 
Sa-san wasn’t out of breath at all. 


...All my classmates are cheats. 


““Y-You bastard, how cowardly! You are having a woman fight, and you 
yourself are just watching on the side?! Takatsuki Makoto, you fight!” 


Ooh, so now your plan is to change the direction of your spear to me? 
Intelligent. 


Sa-san is without doubt the strongest one in terms of physical combat in our 
party. 


The remaining two are mages. 

“*’,. What are you saying?” 

The air changed. 

“A-Aya...?” (Lucy) 

Lucy lets out a slightly scared voice. 

“Sa-san? What’s the matter?” (Makoto) 

‘Now, calm down’, is what I was about to say, when I felt it. 

It is the same pressure as the time when I encountered the Earth Dragon. 
This...1s the [Overpower] Skill. 

I heard that beastkin are good at this. Maybe Nina-san taught her? 
The defeated knights grew pale and were trembling. 


The female knight that was sent flying first had her legs trembling and was 
on her butt. 


“You are the one that was horrible to Takatsuki-kun in the past, right?” 
(Aya) 


“Sa-san, I just exaggerated that a little bit.”” (Makoto) 


I often complained to Sa-san and Lucy about how ‘the Guardian Knight of 
Princess Sofia had insulted and made fun of me’ while I am drunk. 


Looks like she remembers that. 

The pressure of Sa-san slowly increases. 

“T-I...uhm...” 

The pitiful former Guardian Knight can’t speak properly. 
*Pang!* 

Sa-san takes a step on the floor. 

The stone floor cracked and it spread out. 


“*...No way.” “That floor is reinforced with magic.” “This is bad. If you get 
kicked by that...” “You would die.” 


I heard the voices of the knights around. 
Woah, looks like it is high quality floor. 
They won’t ask us to reimburse them, I hope. 
“T will show my full power to you.” (Aya) 
Sa-san takes a stance for the first time. 


That is the stance she takes when using her Action Game Player Skills: 
[Dash] and [Charged Attack]. 


It is the ultimate technique of Sa-san who opened a big hole on the body of 
the Harpy Queen. 


...No, that’s not good. 


He is gonna die. 


I am happy that she is angry for my sake, but getting a death from it would 
be bad, so I was about to stop her. 


“What are you doing?” 

A clear voice resounded. 

It must have brought Sa-san back, her [Overpower] Skill calms down. 
What a relief. 

“What’s with this ruckus?” 

The one who came was Princess Sofia. 

I thought we wouldn’t meet again, but we ended up meeting again. 
Princess Sofia saw us and says in a slightly displeased tone. 

“Heroes of the other world, I am grateful that you are participating in 
training, but the knights of our Rozes are weak, so please keep it to a 
reasonable extent, okay?” (Sofia) 


We don’t know how to respond to that, so we just lightly nod. 


The former Guardian Knight had an incredibly pathetic face which really 
stood out. 


“U-Uhm! Are you the adventurers that saved Laberintos?” 











A young boy of around 10 years old that was at the back of Princess Sofia 
spoke to us. 


He has a knight-like outfit, but now that I look closely, what he has on him 
is of different quality. 


... That’s expensive. 


“Nice to meet you, I am Takatsuki Makoto. This here is my comrade, Lucy 
J. Walker, and Sasaki Aya.” (Makoto) 


Lucy and Sa-san lower their heads. 

“Nice to meet you, I am Leonard Eir Rozes.” 

He places his hand on top of his chest, and makes a noble style greeting. 
Eir is the Water Goddess’s name. 

It is also the family name of the Rozes royalty. 

In other words, this boy is... 

“Prince Leonard?!” (Lucy) 

Lucy raises a voice of shock. 


So he really is a prince. 


Chapter 66: Takatsuki Makoto 
speaks with the Hero 


Leonard Eir Rozes. 

This is the first time we meet, but even I know that name. 

It is the name of the first prince of Rozes. 

A beautiful boy that resembles Princess Sofia. 

If he had a different attire, he could even pass as a girl. 

“T was originally supposed to fight the Taboo Dragon at Laberintos since I 
am a Hero... I am truly thankful that you defeated them in my stead.” 
(Leonard) 

He lowers his head slightly. 

Glacial Hero. 


The other title for Prince Leonard. 


Even so, to be a hero that’s supposed to save the world, even when he is this 
young. It must be tough. 


“It is okay, Leo. These people have been rewarded properly for it. There’s 
no need for you to worry about it.” (Sofia) 
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Well, that’s true, but...there’s no need to say that right in front of us, right? 


“You are still only 9 years old. It is okay to leave the matters of Laberintos 
to the adventurers.” (Sofia) 


9 years old? Isn’t he still in elementary school then? 
The rude remarks of Princess Sofia didn’t even bother me anymore. 
I can’t think about having this boy fight the Taboo Dragon either. 


“Nee-sama <Older Sister>! You always treat me like a child in this way, but 
even I can do something like this at the very least.” (Leonard) 


Saying this, he began chanting. 

That chant is... 

“Water Magic: [Water Dragon]!” (Leonard) 

Ooh! Isn’t that Superior Water Magic? 

It may be a bit rough on the edges, but a giant water dragon appears. 
It seems like Prince Leonard is a water magic user. 

“How’s that, Nee-sama?! I can fight too.” (Leonard) 


“*.,. Understood. The next time a Taboo Monster shows up, I will consider 
having you participate, too. Please stop the magic already.” (Sofia) 


“Y-Yes.” (Leonard) 

Prince Leonard is controlling the Water Dragon...but it looks dangerous. 
“Woooah!” 

The Water Dragon passes really close by to the former Guardian Knight. 


He is trying really hard to avoid it, but it probably wouldn’t hurt that much 
even if it did hit, you know? 


The serious punch of Sa-san should hurt 100 times more than that. 
“H-Hey, is it gonna be okay?” (Lucy) 
Lucy pokes my back. 


The Water Dragon may look flashy, but even if it did hit you, it simply 
leaves you drenched. 


Well, it will send you flying a decent amount though. 
“Ugh, I can’t control it properly...” (Leonard) 
Prince Leonard is panicking. 


Hmm...can’t he just go ahead and throw the Water Dragon into the water or 
something? Is what I thought, but his magic control is bad. 


Princess Sofia looks at me. 

Is she telling me to help? 

(This is...) (Makoto) 

Is this what Fuji-yan calls an ‘Affection Up’ Event? 

I am not a Galge Player, so I can’t really tell. 

Let’s try it for now. 

“Excuse me for a bit.” (Makoto) 

Saying this, I put my hand on top of Prince Leonard’s shoulder. 
(Sync...) (Makoto) 


I have not synchronized since the time when I was burned through Lucy, 
but it went well. 


I took away the Water Magic’s control rights from Prince Leonard. 


The Water Dragon that was shaky a few moments ago was now swimming 
in the sky smoothly. 


“W-Wow...” (Leonard) 
I heard the voice of the prince. 


Hm, I think you should first reflect on the fact that you couldn’t control 
your own magic though... 


Well, we are talking about an elementary schooler here. Can’t be helped. 


The conclusion I arrived at after thinking about what to do with the massive 
amount of water that the prince made was... 


“(Myriad Waterfowls].” (Makoto) 


I changed the form of the Water Dragon into tens of thousands of 
waterfowls and had them scatter. 


The massive amount of magic waterfowls fly out from the beautiful castle. 
Yup, quite the nice spectacle. I am satisfied. 
“Fuwaaaah.” (Leonard) 


Prince Leonard made a sound like the ones Lucy makes, and his mouth was 
wide open. 


After that, he looks at me with glittering eyes. 
“T-That was amazing! Just what was that spell of before?!” (Leonard) 
Nah, I just did whatever. I wouldn’t really call it a spell... 


“Takatsuki Makoto, thank you for helping out Leo... Just how long do you 
plan on keeping your hand on his shoulder?” (Sofia) 


Princess Sofia points out in a low tone. 

“A-Ah, sorry.” (Makoto) 

I separate my hand immediately. 

The eyes of Princess Sofia are still cold. 

Has her affection increased? I don’t really feel that. 

“Then, we will be going now...” (Makoto) 

Let’s go to the city at once. 

“W-Wait, please! Can we talk for a bit longer, Makoto-san?!” (Leonard) 
Prince Leonard grabs my hand. 

With the prince looking at me like a puppy, I can’t just ignore him. 
I glance at his guardian, Sofia. 


“Leo, how about guiding them around the Rozes Castle? You must not 
leave the castle, okay?” (Sofia) 


“Yes!” (Leonard) 

We ended up exploring the castle with the prince as the guide. 
Of course, there were also bodyguards coming along too, though. 
Is Princess Sofia soft on her little brother? 

OO 


Prince Leonard guided us to the Rozes Castle’s Sky Garden, the Grand 
Church, the royal castle’s messroom, and so on. 


There’s a reason why it is called the number one most beautiful castle of the 
continent. The decorations of the construction, the rose garden; all of it was 
splendidly made. 


Also, Prince Leonard would be spoken to on the way. 


For the people working in the castle, Prince Leonard 1s kind of like an idol, 
and everyone gave their greetings with big smiles. 


Well, Prince Leonard is cute after all. I can understand. 

What I don’t understand is the reputation of Princess Sofia. 

Princess Sofia is...popular. To an impressive extent. 

Her nickname in the Water Country is the Ice Sculpture Princess. 

It apparently means that she is as cool as ice, and as beautiful as a sculpture. 


Looks like her being unamiable is common knowledge, but Princess Sofia 
is diligent. 


If a village has a calamity occur, she would run there. 

If in a certain town a dispute happens, she would mediate it. 

She would donate to the hungering people; provide jobs for the needy. 
A princess that works sleeplessly for the people of the Water Country. 
That was her reputation in the Rozes Castle from the working people. 


The prince is with us, so there might have been a bit of flattery into it 
though. 


But the people were talking about Princess Sofia with love and respect. 


I didn’t feel any lies in that. 


“There’s a problematic thing about Nee-sama though. She evaluates 
someone with just her first glance. Also, she is way too diligent, to the point 
that the subordinates can’t keep up. Well, that speaks a lot about the many 
issues though.” (Leonard) 

Because of that, she misses out on a lot of the talented people, huh. 

Yeah, she did evaluate me as useless with just a glance. 

“Makoto-san’s friends, Okada-san and Kitayama-san, were putting their 
hands way too much on the maids of the castle that Nee-sama ended up 
throwing them out...” (Leonard) 

Oi! What are those guys doing? 

Didn’t Okada-kun have a girlfriend? 

Kitayama was...yeah, a womanizer. 

“Haah, those guys lack decency after all”, Sa-san sighs. 


“Aya, you know them?” (Lucy) 


“They were our former classmates, but they would switch women like they 
switch their underwear.” (Aya) 


“Ugh! How filthy!” (Lucy) 

Lucy-san is the serious type when it comes to relationship matters after all. 
There should have been a number of classmates scouted by the Water 
Country aside from Okada and Kitayama though, but there’s currently none 
remaining. 

“The military strength of Rozes is the lowest in the continent...” (Leonard) 


Prince Leonard laughs sadly. 


The Water Country doesn’t have that many soldiers, and when they are 
troubled by monsters, there’s history that they have relied on adventurers, 
the Sun Knights, and mercenaries of the Sun Country. 


But now everyone is hurrying to increase their own military power in 
preparation for the revival of the Great Demon Lord. 


Princess Sofia is apparently getting desperate in obtaining skilled 
individuals, but it seems like it is backfiring. 


“It would give me peace of mind if a capable mage like Makoto-san were to 
be with us though.” (Leonard) 


Oh, trying to convince me here. 


When I get the upward puppy eyes with that face that could be mistaken for 
that of a pretty girl, it really shakes me. 


“T am a mere apprentice mage. I can’t be of help.” (Makoto) 


“Apprentice...? You were controlling Superior Magic just now though.” 
(Leonard) 


“Anyone can do that if their Proficiency is high.” (Makoto) 
“Ts that so...” (Leonard) 

Prince Leonard gets down-hearted. 

“Not anyone can do that...” (Lucy) 

I heard the low retort of Lucy. Ignore. 

“Well, thank you for guiding us around.” (Makoto) 


“Yes, Makoto-san, Lucy-san, Aya-san, please come again anytime.” 
(Leonard) 


Prince Leonard really looked like nothing other than a pretty girl when he 
said this with a smile. 


We gave our thanks to Prince Leonard, and left the Rozes Castle. 


Chapter 67: Takatsuki Makoto and 
Fuji-yan sally forth to the night city 


“Hoh, there’s a pleasure district at the ends of the capital, huh.” (Makoto) 


I thought there wouldn’t be those kinds of areas with that uptight-looking 
princess. 


There was a mix of bars and brothels lined up as we passed by. 
“There’s the need for a break in everything after all.” (Fujiwara) 


Today at dinner, Fuji-yan told me that he had something to talk about, so it 
is only the two of us. 


Fuji-yan seems to be used to the area around here, we advance deeper and 
deeper. 


We arrived at a hideout-like bar with a nice atmosphere. 
When we entered the store, the dim store interior was smoky. 
Tobacco? ...No, cigar, maybe? 


I am already used to the scent of cigars from the stalls of Makkaren, but the 
cigars in this establishment have a pretty sweet scent. 


“... Takki-dono, let’s not go to this one.” (Fujiwara) 
Fuji-yan says this with a frown. 


“T don’t really mind the smell of cigarettes though.” (Makoto) 


Is he being considerate of me? 

“No, it would be best to not stay here.” (Fujiwara) 
Fuji-yan didn’t say the reason and just changed the place. 
The next one had a similar peaceful atmosphere. 

I didn’t mind the previous one though. 

“°>Cheers’”’, we say as we clink our glasses and relax. 


We ordered the food, and after a while of chatting and drinking, Fuji-yan 
says all of a sudden. 


“The establishment of before, it had smoke all around, right?” (Fujiwara) 
“There were a lot of people smoking cigars.” (Makoto) 

“Wasn’t the smell a bit peculiar?” (Fujiwara) 

“Yeah, it was kinda sweet.” (Makoto) 


I did feel like it wouldn’t go well with the food, but it wasn’t a displeasing 
smell. 


Fuji-yan moved his face closer and whispered in my ear. 
“That cigar is called ‘weed’...it is a drug-desu zo.” (Fujiwara) 
“Eh?” (Makoto) 

I sobered up in an instant. 


“T don’t know if it is due to the uneasiness from the impending revival of 
the Great Demon Lord...they have been getting popular lately.” (Fujiwara) 


“...1s that so.” (Makoto) 


I didn’t know at all. 

“Well, if you get it recommended, please refuse, Takki-dono. The effects it 
has on the body can be somewhat dealt with using detoxification magic, but 
the addiction can’t be cured.” (Fujiwara) 

“T think I will be okay.” (Makoto) 

Honestly speaking, I am not interested, or more like, that’s scary. 

I don’t think I will ever be close to that stuff. 

“By the way, didn’t you have something to tell me today?” (Makoto) 
“R-Right... Actually, it is about Chris-dono and Nina-dono.” (Fujiwara) 
“Aah, those two don’t get along, right.” (Makoto) 

Moreover, he was proposed to by Chris-san. 

“What about just marrying the both of them.” (Makoto) 

Polygamy seems to be an accepted practice anyways. 

Fuji-yan should also have plenty leeway economically. 

“Considering their social standing, I can’t really do that...” (Fujiwara) 
Nobles and beastkin apparently don’t get along too well. 

Or more like, Fuji-yan, you are not hiding your desire for a harem, huh. 


“What are you saying?! That’s the dream of a man, isn’t that right?!” 
(Fujiwara) 


“How manly.” (Makoto) 


I am fine with having only one. 


“What are you saying?! Aren’t you straight onto the harem route, Takki- 
dono?!” (Fujiwara) 


“... Just asking but, you are talking about Lucy and Sa-san, right?” 
(Makoto) 


Well, I do feel that they have feelings for me though. 


“Fufufu, I wanted to have a real good long talk in regards to those kinds of 
things-desu zo.” (Fujiwara) 


“Eeh, weren’t we talking about you, Fuji-yan?” (Makoto) 


I am fine with hearing people out, but talking about myself is a bit 
embarrassing. No, it is pretty embarrassing. 


“Think of this as an act of the alcohol and speak your heart out!” (Fujiwara) 
“Well, even if I don’t say it, it will get exposed anyways.” (Makoto) 
Let’s give up on hiding things from this friend of mine. 
Can’t be helped. Today is a day where I will speak my heart out. 
The night is long. 
OO 
-Nina POV- 
“Haah...” 
Goshujin-sama went out with Takatsuki-sama. 
They apparently have an important talk between men. 
He seemed like he was really looking forward to it. 


“Goshujin-sama, are you going to become a noble...?” (Nina) 


When I am alone, I remember the talk of Christiana at dinner. 
Receiving Goshujin-sama as part of Makkaren. 


In order to obtain success as a merchant in the Water Country, you need a 
certain amount of standing. 


Him refusing the peerage from the princess must have been because he 
plans on obtaining it from Christiana. 


When that happens, what will it be of me? 

“Will I return to being a gladiator in Great Keith...?” (Nina) 

I am feeling heavy... Am I going to return to those wound riddled days? 
The Fujiwara Store’s treatment towards beastkin is good. 


The beastkin are bad at learning things, so in other stores they are paid 70% 
of what humans would get. 


In terrible stores, I hear that they are paid half. 


That’s why the beastkin gathered at the Fujiwara Store, and everyone works 
with smiles. 


This is something that happened in the past, but... 


““‘Nina-dono, the fact that beastkin have beast ears should mean they get 
double the pay.” (Fujiwara) 


“Goshujin-sama, I don’t understand that logic.” (Nina) 
This, I stopped. 


It would be a problem to have the store go under because of paying too 
much salary to the beastkin. 


However, if Goshujin-sama were to join the nobles of Makkaren, we won’t 
be able to stay the same as always. 


Especially because I am being hated by Christiana. 

I won’t have a place anymore... 

A sigh came out. 

*Knock knock* 

Someone knocked on the door. 

“Yes yes, who is it?” (Nina) 

Did Sasaki-sama come to train martial arts? 

Right, if I move my body, I might be able to clear my mind a bit. 
“Tt is Christiana. Nina-san, do you have some time?” (Chris) 
I should have played it as if I wasn’t here. 

I can’t do that anymore, so I open the door. 


It is not the smile she always shows Goshujin-sama, but an expressionless 
Christiana. 


“What is it?” (Nina) 


“There’s something I want to talk about. I am coming in’, she says this and 
sits on the bed without even asking. 


She doesn’t have her guards. Isn’t that a bit too careless? 


“Please sit.” (Chris) 


I sit at a chair in the room and face the daughter of the feudal lord. 
She said right from the start. 

“You hate me, right?” (Chris) 

““...What about it?” (Nina) 

Would it have been better to deny it? 

No, there’s no point in doing that after all this time. 

“T also hate you.” (Chris) 

“IT know. So, are you telling me to leave or something?” (Nina) 
The woman in front of me didn’t say anything. 

She takes a deep breath and slides her way to me. 

Her face is close. I don’t like her, but she has a beautiful face. 

As I thought, Goshujin-sama would prefer a human rather than a beastkin... 
“Nina-san, marry Fujiwara-sama.” (Chris) 
“Huh?” 

What is this woman saying? 


“But I will be the first wife. You will be the second. I won’t be giving that 
up.” (Chris) 


“Aren’t you trying to say a mistress or a slave?” (Nina) 
I haven’t heard of nobles having beastkin as wives. 


“Fujiwara-sama wouldn’t accept that. We have to be in equal standings.” 
(Chris) 


“... You will become the laughingstock of the nobles around the country, 
you know?” (Nina) 


Even I, who am not knowledgeable about worldly affairs, can tell this. 


A noble like Christiana, and a beastkin like me cannot have the same 
standing. 


However, her face turned desperate at that part. 


“At this rate, Fujiwara-sama will obtain a peerage on his own! The only 
thing I can offer Fujiwara-sama is a position as a noble!” (Chris) 


“That’s not true...” (Nina) 

The second daughter of the Makkaren feudal lord. 

She should have a lot of money and connections. 

But Christiana laughed powerlessly. 

“Fujiwara-sama is the man that has made new projects one after the other in 
Makkaren, and is friendly with the coming president of the biggest 
company of the continent, the Franz Company. My little fortune and 
connections wouldn’t be of worth...” (Chris) 


This is surprising. 


I thought she was a woman overflowing with confidence and smiled all the 
time. 


To think she had been so weakened. 
“But marrying at the same time is...” (Nina) 


“It is not a bad condition, right? There shouldn’t be any demerits for you.” 
(Chris) 


That’s true. 


Goshujin-sama will become a noble, and I will be able to stay at the side of 
the person I love. 


There’s no problem at all. 
But... 
“You who are after the fortune and power of Goshujin-sama...” (Nina) 


Marrying a man that you don’t even like, for the sake of the prosperity of 
your household. 


This may be a natural thing for nobles, but it is something that I find hard to 
accept. 


“That’s it! That’s what I don’t like!”’, Chris raised her voice. 
“Eh?!” (Nina) 

“Why do you deny my love for Fujiwara-sama?” (Chris) 
“*...Do you seriously love him?” (Nina) 

“’.. Yeah.” (Chris) 

I am a beastkin. 

Beastkin fall in love with strong men. 


Goshujin-sama doesn’t have the strength to fight, but he is the man that has 
succeeded the most in Makkaren. 


At a glance, he looks like a good-natured young man, but the evil merchants 
that try to approach him to deceive him are all made to run away without a 
single coin left. 


No matter how ingenious of a con artist they are, or a pitch black villain, 
Goshujin-sama wouldn’t be deceived. 


Completely opposite to his appearance, he is a skilled manager, and is the 
most successful in Makkaren. 


My heart was stolen by this. 

However, what did Christiana fall for? 

“By the way, what part of him?” (Nina) 

Christiana hasn’t been watching Goshujin-sama’s work from that close. 

“In my family, our sisters would always be fighting. There’s the family 
tradition that the one who makes Makkaren flourish the most is the one who 


will be the successor.” (Chris) 


“That’s why there’s the need to show often to the people of the city, get the 
favor of many people, and get allies.” (Chris) 


“But there were a lot of people who would approach me to use me...” 
(Chris) 


“What I disliked the most was the fiancee that my mother prepared.” 
(Chris) 


I have heard about it. 


That he is a noble of the Fire Country’s Great Keith, and that he is a second 
son with a bad personality. 


There weren’t any decent people within the nobles of the Fire Country... 
“Fujiwara-sama was the one who saved me from that.” (Chris) 


“He wiped out the villains that approached me, and reorganized the projects 
that had been stagnating.” (Chris) 


“He offered me his hand when my fiance looked down on me and I was 
feeling depressed.” (Chris) 


“He is my prince!” (Chris) 

Christiana was speaking passionately. 

“P-Prince?” (Nina) 

I opened my mouth wide in surprise. 

I haven’t gone as far as to think of Goshujin-sama as a prince. 
Doesn’t a prince refer to people like Prince Leonard that we met today? 
Well, that one is an actual prince though. 

“Got a problem with that?” (Chris) 

“No.” (Nina) 

Everyone has a different sense of worth. 

Looks like I was misunderstanding something. 


Christiana isn’t an underhanded woman that’s aiming for the fortune of 
Goshujin-sama. 


She was simply a love rival that fell in love with the same man as me. 


Moreover, she is saying that she will accept having a beastkin being in the 
same standing as her in the marriage. 


Those are extraordinary conditions. 

I tried speaking out what bothered me. 
“But...what if both of us get rejected?” (Nina) 
“Uuh...” (Chris) 


Christiana flinches. 


Honestly speaking, I don’t understand the feelings of Goshujin-sama. 
Even when I try to seduce him, he doesn’t follow through at all. 


“If we both get rejected... we are drowning in alcohol till morning! You are 
going to tag along with me, right, Nina-san?!” (Chris) 


Hearing this, I ended up laughing. 

“Okay, Christiana-sama.” (Nina) 

What’s with this noble lady. 

This is the first time I have seen a noble like this. 


“Call me Chris! Now, we will be waiting for Fujiwara-sama in his room till 
he returns! We will propose to him at the same time!” (Chris) 


“T-Today?!” (Nina) 

“These kinds of things are best done as fast as possible!” (Chris) 
Wow, this person is incredible. 

If it is with this person, it might go well. 

That’s how I felt. 

-Takatsuki Makoto POV- 

Fuji-yan at my side trembled. 

“What’s the matter? A cold?” (Makoto) 

“*.,.For some reason, chills ran down my spine.” (Fujiwara) 
“Let’s go back.” (Makoto) 


It is about to get pretty late already. 


Today was fun too. 


I would learn about what happens later when tomorrow comes. 


Chapter 68: Takatsuki Makoto 
explores the capital of Horun 


“Takki-dono, Sasaki-dono, Lucy-dono, there’s something I want to talk 
about.” (Fujiwara) 


At the inn’s cafeteria, when we were having breakfast, Fuji-yan spoke with 
a Serious expression. 


“Actually...it has turned out that I will be marrying both Chris-dono and 
Nina-dono.” (Fujiwara) 


eerie 
Wait, what are you saying? 
No, I did feel it. 


At the right of Fuji-yan, there’s Nina-san snuggled up to him, and at the 
other side, Chris-san is sticking to him. 


Also, there’s no thorny atmosphere like before. They acted as if they were 
completely fine with each other. 


Didn’t it change too much compared to yesterday?, is what I thought, but 
getting along is better than not getting along, so I didn’t say anything. 


“U-Uhm, meaning that Fujiwara-kun will be marrying the two...?” (Aya) 
Sa-san asks this question with an apprehensive look. 


“Yeah...this country does accept polygamy after all.” (Fujiwara) 


Fuji-yan looked like he found it hard to answer that. 

Even though he isn’t doing anything bad. 

“T see...” (Aya) 

Sa-san didn’t say anymore after that. 

“Uhm, congratulations...Fujiyan-san, Nina-san...” (Lucy) 


Lucy is the type to clearly say things, but she was having difficulty 
speaking here. 


“Yes!” (Nina) 

Compared to that, Nina-san is all smiles. 
Well, it is great that they are happy. 

And I... 


(Eh? He said yesterday at the bar that a harem is a reckless dream, but it 
would be nice if it were to come true one day, and yet, it was granted the 
very next day? Did you betray me?) (Makoto) 


I was flustered. Well, it is not like he betrayed me or anything though. 
Maybe Fuji-yan heard my mind, his face stiffened. 

“T wish the three of you happiness.” (Makoto) 

I could only give a safe response. 

OO 


Fuji-yan and the others said that they will be telling the work related people 
about their marriage, and left. 


Lucy, Sa-san, and I were going to do what we couldn’t do yesterday; 
explore Horun. 


“Wow, that was a surprise! To think he would marry the two of them!” 
(Lucy) 


Lucy flailed her arms around and expressed her surprise. 

Maybe it isn’t that rare of a story for Lucy who was raised in this world. 
“Elves normally only have one husband and one wife though...” (Lucy) 
Looks like that’s not the case. 

Elves probably have the same marriage standards as us in Japan. 

“T don’t know... I can’t imagine two wives.” (Aya) 

Sa-san, who was born and raised in Japan, tilted her head. 


“Yeah. But Sakurai-kun apparently has a whole lot of wife candidates, you 
know.” (Makoto) 


This is something I heard from Fuji-yan. 


To make a descendant with Sakurai-kun who has the Light Hero Skill like 
that of the Saviour Abel is apparently a national project, and he has a 
massive amount of proposals. 


Yokoyama-san seems to be one of those, is what I said, and Sa-san went 
‘Uhe’, and made a disgusted expression. 


“Do you want a whole lot of wives too, Makoto?” (Lucy) 
Lucy asks me in a low voice. 
“N-No, I am not interested in that.” (Makoto) 


“Really~?” (Aya) 


Sa-san peeks at my face. 
[Clear Mind] 99%. 


“T am currently concentrating on granting the wish of the Goddess.” 
(Makoto) 


Nailed it. 


Appealing that I am a man serious about my job. I managed to change the 
topic without lowering their affection. 


Sa-san and Lucy had unamused faces. 

E-Eh? 

(Why are you talking about a different woman in this situation...?) (Noah) 
Eeh? Was that no good? 

(Study about the heart of a woman.) (Noah) 

There was nothing written about this in the strategy books of my games... 
“Hey, Aya, doesn’t that clothing store have cute clothes?” (Lucy) 

“Tt really does! Let’s look, let’s look!” (Aya) 

The girls went their way. 

...Guess I will be carrying the bags. 

OS 


“Hey there, girls! Want to come watch the circus?” 


After accompanying Lucy and Sa-san in their shopping for a while, we 
finished lunch, and were wandering around. 


We were taking a break at a bench close to the plaza that has the big tent, 
and there, a man with a flashy outfit and makeup calling for customers 
spoke to us. 


How to say it, he looks like a clown. 

So there’s clowns in Isekais too, huh. 

“Hmm, what should we do, Makoto?” (Lucy) 

“Want to watch, Takatsuki-kun?” (Aya) 

Kuh, they asked before me. 

So I have to decide? 

I am the type that leaves these kinds of things to others though. 


“Hey there, brother! Is this your first time in the Water Country? The Circus 
Trope of Monster Tamers is the number one circus trope of the continent. It 
is perfect as a story to talk about. One person is 1,500G, but if it is 3 people, 
how about 4,000G?” 


The customer-bringer clown thinks I am a country bumpkin, huh. He speaks 
as if saying “never seen it before, right?’. 


I actually am from the countryside though. 
I lived in the city in Japan though, okay?! 


While thinking about what I am even trying to prove here, we ended up 
going. 


OO 


The inside of the tent is dim, and at the center, there’s a round stage with 
spotlights illuminating it. 


There were a lot of tables and seats surrounding it, and the audience was 
there drinking and enjoying. 


It is a bit different from the circuses of Japan. 
We sat at a table closeby and ordered drinks. 
“Hey, that’s a Griffon, isn’t it?” (Lucy) 


What Lucy pointed at was a Griffon that was smaller than the one we 
fought before, jumping through a ring of fire. 


It seems to be getting decently heated up. 
“The monsters seem to be beaten up.” (Aya) 


Just as Sa-san said, the Griffon is wearing a flashy costume, but its feathers 
and fur were worn-out. 


“That’s...an elf?” 

Next, a beautiful lady of pointed ears appeared with a raunchy outfit. 
She has what seems to be a collar. 

“Her hair is black, so it must be a half-elf...just like me.” (Lucy) 
Lucy told us. 

Does it not bother her? 

No, she seems to be. 


She isn’t saying anything, but her face is a bit grim. 


We were watching for a while, but it was a show with a Mid Class monster, 
a demi-human elf, and a show where a beastkin woman with a skimpy 
outfit danced. 

Monsters would perform tricks, or have them fight each other. 

In other words, a world of violence, blood, and eros. 

I couldn’t bring myself to like it, but the surroundings were pretty excited. 
Do the city people wish for stimulus? 

I suddenly remember the sweet cigar scent I smelled yesterday at the bar. 
Weed, was it? A narcotic drug leaf. 

...Let’s not stay for long. 

We left the circus tent after 1 hour. 

“Oh, already leaving?” 

The clown of before was still there. 

“Yeah, we enjoyed plenty enough”, is what I answer with. 

“T see, that’s great. We have an even bigger event planned, so do come by!” 
The clown continued his cheerful business talk. 

I simply answered with a ‘if I have time, I will’. 


“Tam good. Having all the women showing up being demi-humans or 
beastkin is a bit...” (Lucy) 


“Yeah, the monsters were a bit pitiful.” (Aya) 


It wasn’t popular with the girls. 


The points they were bothered with differed. 

Me? I would have preferred if the show were only about women. 
OO 

Night 1s training time. 


Is what I would like to say, but this place has close to no Spirits, so I can’t 
use Spirit Magic. 


“The transformation skill is...really difficult...” (Makoto) 


I am having Sa-san teach me in the free time at the inn, but it isn’t going 
well at all. 


Different from the case of Sa-san where she had a unique skill for it 
originally, it looks like learning it from zero is pretty difficult. 


What’s easy to transform to is something that’s similar to me. 
Transformation to change genders is quite difficult. 

So, I tried to transform into Fuji-yan first. 

“Hmm, it doesn’t feel right.” (Nina) 

Nina-san saw through it with one look. 

I couldn’t transform at all into Lucy or Sa-san. 


“Eh? Transforming into me would mean that your body would turn into 
mine as well?” (Lucy) 


Lucy hugged her own body as she asked. 
What’s with you, treating someone like a pervert. 


“Transforming into a girl acquaintance is insensitive, Takatsuki-kun.” (Aya) 


Even Sa-san! 
Is that so... 


The girls were not really in the mood, so I decided to wander around the 
city at night. 


Horun’s public order is good even at night. 

The Water Country’s knights were patrolling. 

I also passed by the former guardian knight. 

He didn’t make eye contact with me though. 

After walking for a while, the circus trope’s tent came in sight. 
The lights were off and no one was there. 

“Right, how about transforming into the clown?” (Makoto) 


The transformation skill can turn you into a similar appearance, but the fine 
details can be seen through by acquaintances. 


With a clown, their features are clear, so it might work well. 

I try using Transformation at the shadow of a tree. 

“Ah, forgot a mirror...” (Makoto) 

I can’t confirm. 

Damn it. 

At the moment when I thought I might as well return to the inn... 
“Oi, what are you doing at a place like that?” 


An unknown man spoke to me. 


Shit, an acquaintance of the clown! 

It seems like I transformed properly though. 
““A-Aah, I had some business.” 

Let’s just play it off. 


“Tomorrow we are doing the finishing touches. Everything’s perfect, I 
hope.” 


What is he talking about? 


The clown did say that there will be a big event tomorrow, or something 
like that. 


“Yeah, no problems.” 
Don’t know what though... 


“Alright, don’t mess up. I am looking forward to the surprised faces of the 
people in the capital.” 


He grinned. 


His face when smiling looked pretty evil, with how dim the place is and all, 
as he left. 


(Sorry, clown guy...) (Makoto) 


If it were an important message, it would be one thing, but it seemed like it 
was just to confirm something. 


It...should be okay. 
“Let’s return quick.” (Makoto) 


I undid the transformation and returned to the inn. 


Let’s not transform into strangers without thinking. 


Chapter 69: Lucy and Sasaki Aya 
speak to each other 


-Lucy POV- 

“T am heading out to hunt goblins!” 

Makoto said this first thing in the morning. 

How abrupt. 

“Lucy, Sa-san, what will you do?” (Makoto) 

He invites us with an excited expression. 

“T think I will pass. I am going to walk around the city.” (Aya) 
I didn’t miss the fact that Makoto made a sad expression when Aya refused. 
“T will also do some shopping in the city.” (Lucy) 

I ended up refusing. 

It was my chance to be alone together with Makoto. 

“Fine! I will be adventuring alone!” (Makoto) 

Muttering this as if sulking, Makoto quickly left. 

“Hey, Lucy-san, where do you want to go?” (Aya) 


Aya asks this as if it is natural that we will be going together. 


“A cafe that has tasty cakes, maybe?” (Lucy) 

There’s something I want to talk with Aya about. 

With only the two of us. 

OO 

I went together with Aya to places like clothing stores and accessory stores. 
Had lunch at a pasta restaurant. 


And there was a small park, so we bought drinks and decided to take a 
break there. 


I look at the side-profile of Aya who is drinking fruit juice from a big cup. 
(Cute...) (Lucy) 

Chestnut color eyes and gestures like that of a small animal. 

The sight of her flailing her legs on the bench was child-like. 

(And yet she is as strong as a hero. That’s just not fair...) (Lucy) 

But well, it seems like she can’t use magic. 


If she were able to use magic, she would most likely be recognized as a 
hero. 


In terms of adventurer status, it would be the highest rank, Orichalcum. 
Our party’s vanguard and our strongest fighting force. 
Someone necessary for us. 


“Hey, Lucy-san.” (Aya) 


As if she were about to begin some casual talk, Aya speaks to me ina 
natural manner. 


“The marriage of Fujiwara-kun was a surprise, wasn’t it?” (Aya) 
H-Here it comes. 


The matter about Fujiyan-san’s marriage, who is someone from the same 
world as theirs. 


“Y-Yeah, having two wives was a shock, wasn’t it?” (Lucy) 

The human nobles having a lot of wives isn’t actually that rare. 

That’s why this is simply a thread to connect to the actual topic. 

“T wonder what Takatsuki-kun thought of it.” (Aya) 

“He said he was relieved. Nina-san and Chris-san get along now.” (Lucy) 
“Ahaha, I feel the same way.” (Aya) 

How to say it, it was as if it was hard to breath all the time. 

Today’s breakfast, we could finally eat in a calm atmosphere. 

I think that’s a good thing. 


“... Having people close to you fall in love with the same person is really 
rough, isn’t it?” (Aya) 


“... Yeah.” (Lucy) 
Those words Aya muttered...made the air change. 
This is that, isn’t it? 


She is talking about different people here, isn’t she? 


“What do you think about having two wives, Lucy-san?” (Aya) 
“Elves in principle only marry with one person.” (Lucy) 

“T said Lucy-san, though.” (Aya) 

That way of saying it peeved me a little bit. 

“What about you, Aya?” (Lucy) 


“In my world, there was no one who could be bigamous. It was the law.” 
(Aya) 


“T was asking about you though, Aya.” (Lucy) 

It somehow turned into a battle of trying to oneup each other. 
But the question of Aya was unfair in the first place. 

Our eyes met. 

We looked at each other for a while. 

“T wonder what Takatsuki-kun thinks.” (Aya) 

She once again diverts the topic. 

No, this is the real topic. 

“Makoto said he was fine with one wife.” (Lucy) 


“But maybe he actually is the same as Fujiwara-kun. Men apparently like 
harems, you know?” (Aya) 


“Makoto isn’t like that.” (Lucy) 
“You know everything about Takatsuki-kun huh, Lucy-san.” (Aya) 


Those words annoyed me a little bit. 


“You have been with Makoto for more than 4 years, didn’t you, Aya? Aah, I 
can’t match that.” (Lucy) 


“Eeh? Match me in what? You are not making sense here, Lucy-san.” (Aya) 


“You are the one that’s not making sense here, Aya. What is 1t you want to 
say?” (Lucy) 


“Nothing.” (Aya) 
“T see, don’t want to say it, huh.” (Lucy) 
“What?” (Aya) 


“Who knows.” (Lucy) 


By the time I noticed, the two of us were glaring at each other on a narrow 
bench. 


(Eh? Why did it turn out like this...?) (Lucy) 

OO 

-Sasaki Aya POV- 

E-Eh? 

Why did it turn out this way? 

There’s Lucy-san with a piercing glare in front of my face. 
Even her glaring face is beautiful. 


She is even more beautiful than the number one and two class beauties, 
Yokoyama Saki-chan and Kawamoto Eri-chan (my opinion). 


(Haah, I can’t compete.) (Aya) 
My heart was heavy. 


The first comrade of Takatsuki-kun, loves Takatsuki-kun, and is an 
incredibly beautiful elf girl. 


Even though she is a mage with amazing potential, her magic is unskillful, 
and she relies a lot on Takatsuki-kun, which gives her a lot of points. 


(Takatsuki-kun likes to look after others after all.) (Aya) 
It is kinda like you can’t leave her be. 

The type that Takatsuki-kun likes. 

That’s not fair. 

Anyways, what should I do about this situation? 

It is kinda like I spurred it on, right? 


Even though I should have spoken with more calm... 


Uuh... 

W-What should I do? 

I want to run away! 

But I must not run! 

““Aya-sama, Lucy-sama, what a coincidence running into you here.” 


Nina-san appeared! What a relief. 


Looks like Nina-san was also in the middle of shopping. 
“T went shopping with Aya for a bit here.” (Lucy) 


“Right right! Shopping with Lucy-san. It is about time we go back, don’t 
you think?” (Aya) 


“Yeah, Aya! Lets!” (Lucy) 

“Come with us, Nina-san!” (Aya) 

We were in complete sync. 

“O-Okay...?” (Nina) 

Nina-san was confused as she nodded. 

OO 

We three walk in the path that goes back to the inn. 

“Hey, Nina-san, when you marry, are you going to become a noble?” (Aya) 
When that happens, would it be better to change my way of calling her? 


“Hmm, I wonder. It is not like I want to become a noble. I just wanted to 
become the wife of Darling.” (Nina) 


She calls him D-Darling... 

How nice. 

“You have it nice, Nina-san.” (Lucy) 
Lucy spoke it out. 


I can’t be more jealous. 


But I have heard what Nina-san has been worrying about until now in the 
time when I was learning martial arts from her. 


That’s why I give my blessings to the marriage of Nina-san from the bottom 
of my heart. 


While I was thinking that... 

“Aren’t you two going to marry Takatsuki-sama?” (Nina) 

Nina-san threw an explosive statement with a smile on her face. 
“Huh?” 

Lucy-san’s voice overlaps with mine. 

“T was talking with Chris this morning. That maybe your marriage 
ceremony would come before ours. The marriage ceremonies of nobles 
apparently take a lot of time to prepare.” (Nina) 

“T-Is that so.” (Aya) 

“S-Sounds like a lot of work.” (Lucy) 


Lucy-san and I respond with dry laughs. 


On our way back after that, she talked about her loving events from 
beginning to end. 


“Well then, I will be going to Darling’s place.” (Nina) 
Nina-san hops up the stairs. 

Every hop takes 5 flights of stairs...as expected of a rabbit. 
I was once again alone with Lucy-san. 


When I looked by my side, our eyes met. 


“...sorry about before.” (Aya) 
““...same here, sorry. That was wrong of me.” (Lucy) 
“No...It was the same for me.” (Aya) 
We somehow managed to patch it up. 
But I feel like leaving it unresolved like this won’t be good. 
“Let’s properly talk this out next time.” (Aya) 
“Yeah, next time.” (Lucy) 
We will properly talk it out. 
We are party members after all. 
OO 
“There were no goblins...” 


Takatsuki-kun trudged his way back before dinner and was a bit sullen 
which was a bit cute. 


OO 
-Takatsuki Makoto POV back in the morning- 
The main job of adventurers is to exterminate monsters. 


I have been training all the time lately, but I have to regain my sharpness as 
an adventurer...is what I tried to play it cool as, but... 


“*... There’s no monsters.” (Makoto) 
Not only goblins...there’s not even a single big mouse or horned rabbit. 


Iam ina small forest that’s at one of the lakes. 


It resembles the forest close to Makkaren a little bit. 

That’s why I thought there would be some kind of prey here... 
Seriously? 

“So Lucy and Sa-san were right...?” (Makoto) 

It is great that I didn’t bring them with me. 

I was about to waste their time coming with me. 


Had no choice but to train my water magic with the water of the Shimei 
Lake. 


The capital of Horun and Makkaren have the lake in between each other. 
I continued training for a while and... 

“.. Takatsuki Makoto, huh.” 

I heard a voice from my back. 


When I turned around, the former guardian knight that Sa-san beat up was 
there. 


Wait no, the ones beaten up were his subordinates. 
“You have a strange way of training.” 


I was standing on top of the water and was playing with a pack of birds 
created from the water of the lake. 


It requires quite a lot of concentration, so it increases my proficiency a 
whole lot, and it is my most used method lately. 


“T actually wanted to hunt goblins though.” (Makoto) 


I muttered this, and he laughed at me after making a surprised expression. 


“Hahahaha, our country’s capital has a barrier that repels monsters. There’s 
no way goblins would be able to come near here.” 


“What...did you say?” (Makoto) 

I trembled in shock. 

How can this be? 

Then I can’t hunt goblins in the capital! 

“Then what’s the point of knights patrolling the area?” (Makoto) 
I try retorting. 


“You fool! Lowering your guard because of that can cost you your life. 
There’s also bandits and evil doers. Our daily patrols keep those in check.” 


“T see...”’ (Makoto) 
His motive is commendable. 
His personality leaves a lot to wish for though. 


“IT came here after receiving a report that there was a weird mage here, 
but...1t was you, huh. Don’t scare the people too much.” 


Oops, so I was reported, huh. 

I used magic with the same perception I had in Makkaren. 

Let’s be careful with magic that stands out. 

The former guardian knight turned around and was about to leave... 

“Our Water Country of Rozes relies heavily on adventurers when it comes 


to monster subjugations. You have my gratitude for heading out to hunt 
goblins when you came to the capital.” 


“Okay...” (Makoto) 

What’s this all of a sudden? 
“Sorry for all I did.” 

He apologized in a low voice. 
Eh? Tsundere? 


After seeing the rare tsundere moment of an old man -which I am not really 
that happy about- I returned to the inn. 


Lucy and Sa-san apparently went shopping for the whole day. 
“The two always get along so well”, Nina-san says with a smile. 


I should have gone with them. 


Chapter 70: Takatsuki Makoto 
heads to the royal castle again 


“Well then, it is about time we go to the Sun Country, Highland.” (Makoto) 
I proposed this to everyone in the evening. 

There’s no reason to stay here for long anyways. 

“Because there are no goblins?” (Lucy) 

Lucy says this, peeking upwards at my face. 

I avert my face. 
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“There are too few Spirits here and it doesn’t help out in my training.’ 
(Makoto) 


Well, there being no monsters around is also a big factor though. 
It is boring. 

“T’m fine with that.” (Aya) 

Sa-san agrees with me while fiddling with her hair. 


Sa-san knocked down all the knights, so it gets pretty awkward between 
them. 


You meet the patrolling knights walking around the city pretty often. 


“Then, it would be best to go to the castle to report this.” (Fujiwara) 


Fuji-yan warns me. 

Is that how it works? 

“T will go give my greetings at the royal castle then.” (Chris) 

Seems like Chris-san will be going. 

“Chris-sama, want me to accompany you?” (Nina) 

“Nina, I told you not to add ‘-sama’. Now, let’s go.” (Chris) 

“Yes, Chris. I will go get ready first.” (Nina) 

Hm, Nina-san and Chris-san are getting along better than ever before. 
What was the prickly atmosphere of just a few days ago? 

We prepared to depart, and waited for Chris-san and Nina-san to return. 
OO 


“...1 told them that we will be departing to the Sun Country, and they told 
me that they want to hold a dinner together with us, so come tonight to the 
Rozes Castle, is the message I was given.” (Chris) 


Chris-san returned with a troubled expression. 
“Are they trying to stop us...?” (Fujiwara) 
Fuji-yan mutters. 

“Do we have to go...?” (Makoto) 
“Ma-ko-to.” (Lucy) 

Lucy shakes her head to the sides. 


Yeah, I should know already. 


This is a forced event. 

“Will there be a lot of delicious food?” (Aya) 

Sa-san seems to be looking forward to it, different from everyone else. 
“The royal cuisine of the Water Country is said to be of high level.” (Nina) 
Ah, Nina-san seems to be in that band too. 

The girls that like eating. 

With all that said, we head to the Rozes Castle once again. 

OO 

““Waah, so tasty~.” 

“This is a delicacy!” 

I underestimated the cooking of the Rozes royalty. 

It is crazy delicious. 

That’s a touristic country’s capital for ya. 

A steak that I can cut with chopsticks, a platter of sashimi that was prepared 
from a whole fish that’s as big as a skipjack tuna (and there’s something 
similar to soy sauce!). 

Crab, prawn, vegetable tempura, and the many fresh types of salads. 


The fact that there’s quite a lot of japanese-like food here bothers me 
though. 


...No, this was probably done to match our taste. 


“Hey, Takatsuki-kun! The sweets corner over there is amazing!” (Aya) 


“Alright! Let’s go!” (Makoto) 

It is a buffet, so we can take as much as we want, and Sa-san is all merry. 
Me too. 

Man, I am glad we came. 

“Makoto-san, how is it? Did the food of the Rozes Castle meet your taste?” 
Prince Leonard. 

I prop myself up so to not be rude. 

It worries me that Sa-san is chugging down wine at the back. 

Must not make a blunder. 

“This is the first time I’ve had such delicious food.” (Makoto) 

This isn’t flattery, I really think so. 


“This dinner was something that I asked Nee-sama to open. I wanted to talk 
with Makoto-san one more time.” (Leonard) 


Looking at me with those glittering eyes 1s embarrassing me. 
“Can you show me your magic one more time?” (Leonard) 
“Uhm...right. Then, over here.” (Makoto) 

I can’t be stingy when showing magic for the Prince. 

We come close to the fountain that is at the castle’s garden. 
(Uhm, Water Magic: [Dance of Animals|!) (Makoto) 


Using the water of the fountain, I create mermaids, birds, horses, and other 
animal forms at random, and have them dance. 


It is like a water show. 


The people that were doing a musical performance at the party venue began 
to play their instruments to match this. 


There’s few Spirits, but as expected of the fountain of the royal castle, it is 
good water that has mana in it. 





It reminds me of the Water Temple. 


Now that I think about it, this 1s technically the head temple of the Water 
Temples. 


““W-Wow! Just how much do you have to train to master water magic to this 
extent!” (Leonard) 


Looks like Prince Leonard is enjoying this. 

That’s a relief. 

“Hey hey, Makoto, what’s your water magic proficiency now?” (Lucy) 
Lucy pokes my cheek with champagne in one hand. 

The red dress that reveals her shoulders suits her. 

The fact that she can mix well even in places like this is just like her. 
“More than 150.” (Makoto) 

I whisper it to her. 

The Soul Book modification is against the law, so I can’t say it out loud. 
The official number of my Water Magic Proficiency is 99. 

Lucy moans with a low ‘hau!’. 

“T-I am still at 30...” (Lucy) 

“No, the first time you weren’t even at 10, you know.” (Makoto) 

You have grown. 


It seems like Proficiency tends to increase more quickly with weak Magic 
Skill. 


To increase Proficiency, it is needed to increase the amount of times you use 
magic. 


But when it is someone like Lucy who is a Monarch Mage, just using | 
spell is already hard. 


Because she has to control an astounding amount of mana every time. 


In that point, someone like me who is an Apprentice Mage with my pathetic 
amount of mana, I can easily...saying it myself is already making me sad. 


“Makoto-san! Can you teach me magic?!” (Leonard) 
Prince Leonard asks me with clear eyes. 

Oh, that’s unexpected. 

[ Will you accept the request of Prince Leonard? | 

Yes 

No — 

It has been a while since I have gotten the choices. 

What to do... 

If I choose [Yes], I would have to stay in Horun for a while. 


If I choose [No]...in the first place, is it okay to refuse the request of the 
Prince? 


I don’t hate Prince Leonard. 
He is amiable and I can tell that he admires me. 
Just that, his sister Sofia is scary. 


While I was thinking about this... 


“Leo, what are you doing?” 

A refreshing voice resonated from the back. 

OO 

-Princess Sofia POV- 

I set tonight’s dinner at the request of Leo. 

But I can’t understand if Takatsuki Makoto has that much appeal to merit it. 
He is simply a mage that can use water magic decently. 

If it is that much, we have a lot of those in this country. 


“That’s not it, Nee-sama! Can’t you tell the delicate control of Makoto-san’s 
water magic?! They move like they are alive!” (Leonard) 


Leo speaks passionately, but...good grief. 


Would something like that be useful in the subjugation of the Great Demon 
Lord? 


That just serves for show. 


Even so, the hero candidates of the parallel world that I had my eyes on all 
left the country. 


In that regard, it was my blunder. 


The people from the other world have low religious belief towards the 
Gods. 


Forcing the rules of this country on them without noticing this, was a 
mistake. 


In that point, Princess Noel from the Sun Country is doing it well. 


She provides them money, land, and even lovers. 


“Sofia, you are going to bring back the Light Hero to Rozes with your 
beauty!” 


Mother even spread a weird rumor to pull the interest of the Light Hero. 
I’m sure that will prove pointless... 


In the first place, the opponent is the Light Oracle that’s called the Princess 
that Illuminates the Heavens <Amaterasu>, Princess Noel. 


There’s no way I can win against that. 

Oh my? It seems like Leonard is talking to Takatsuki Makoto. 

I hope he is not putting anything weird in his head. 

“‘Nee-sama! I am asking Makoto-san if he can teach me magic!” (Leonard) 
“Good evening, Princess Sofia.” (Makoto) 

Leo has a wide smile, and Takatsuki Makoto an uncomfortable smile. 
“Leo, he is an adventurer. You must not ask for the unreasonable.” (Sofia) 
A prince asking for the magic teachings of an adventurer? 

Moreover, that man is an apprentice mage. 

Just what is he thinking...? 


“Prince Leonard, if you want to learn magic, there should be a whole lot of 
mages that are more suited than me.” (Makoto) 


That’s a good answer that shows you understand your own standing, 
Takatsuki Makoto. 


“Leo, let’s call for a High Rank Mage of the royal castle later.” (Sofia) 


The fact that we don’t even have a Superior Rank Mage 1s the sad part of 
our country. 


“That’s not it, Nee-sama! Makoto-san’s water magic is art. It is different 
from the other people.” (Leonard) 


“No, you are putting it way too high.” (Makoto) 
“Leo... you can’t defeat monsters and demons with art.” (Sofia) 


What’s with this? It is like Takatsuki Makoto and I are cooperating to 
convince Leo. 


When I was thinking about how to calm him down... 
“Reporting! Monsters have appeared in the city!” 


A loud voice that stopped the party resonated in the venue. 


Chapter 71: Burning Capital (1) 


“What is the meaning of this? There should be a barrier around the capital, 
right?” (Sofia) 


The calm voice of Princess Sofia resonates in the noisy venue. 


““A-About that, monsters suddenly appeared in the city! The reason is 
unknown. We are currently prioritizing the evacuation of the citizens.” 


“Request the assistance of the Adventurer Guild at once. Tell them that we 
will be rewarding them not only for defeating monsters, but also for saving 
citizens. If they are hesitant, tell them we will be rewarding them 1.5 times 
more than the usual.” 

“Yes! I will do so immediately!” 

Princess Sofia gives out instructions promptly. 


Ooh! She acts fast. 


“Have all the knights in the royal castle fight the monsters and help the 
citizens.” (Sofia) 


“Nee-sama! I will be going too!” (Leonard) 

“*...Got it. I will have you act together with me.” (Sofia) 

It seems she was a bit reluctant to the words of Prince Leonard. 
She probably doesn’t want to put her little brother in danger. 


But she can’t just have the hero hiding when their own country is in danger. 


“Sa-san, Lucy, let’s go too.” (Makoto) 

We are not affiliated to the Adventurer Guild of the capital. 
Even so, we are adventurers of the Water Country. 

Let’s find a way to help out. 

“Got it!” “Let’s go!” 

Lucy and Sa-san nodded. 

“Takki-dono!” 


“Fuji-yan, you go evacuate together with Nina-san and Chris-san. Nina-san, 
I leave it to you!” (Makoto) 


“T will! Danna-sama <Dear>, Chris! Let’s go.” (Nina) 
We began to move to our respective objectives. 

OO 

The city is burning. 


No, smoke is rising from here and there, so it simply makes it look that 
way. 


It is not that it has turned into a big fire. 
I can see rampaging monsters in a number of places. 
There’s not that many. 


Even so, for the people that are not used to seeing monsters, their fear is 
quite the thing. I can hear screams from a variety of places. 


“Bil” (Aya) 


Sa-san’s fist sends a kobold-looking monster flying. 

“Earth Magic: [Rock Bullet]! (Lucy) 

The magic of Lucy hits the crown of an orc’s head and finishes it. 
“Please run over here.” (Makoto) 


I pull the hand of an elderly, and guide them to the place that’s serving as a 
shelter. 


...With no water or Spirits around, this is all I can do... 

No, this is an important job too. 

“Look out, Makoto!” (Lucy) 

“Takatsuki-kun! Griffon!” (Aya) 

I turn around at the shouts of Lucy and Sa-san. 

A Griffon is heading this way?! 

Seriously? 

“There’s quite the problematic monster here!” (Makoto) 

I take out my dagger. 

“Move back!” 

The former guardian knight old man jumps out from who knows where. 
*Bam!* 

He crashed into the Griffon with a loud sound accompanying it. 
“Gugugu...!” 


The beet red old man is stopping the griffon! 


Nicely done, old man! 

“Water Magic: [Ice Blade]!” (Makoto) 

I shoot the little mana I have unrestrained. 

‘Gieeee!’, the Griffon that had its eyes pierced writhes in pain. 
“Earth Magic: [Big Rock Bullet]!”, the rock Lucy shot... 

“Hah!”’, and the [Charged Attack] of Sa-san pierced the Griffon. 
The Griffon got slammed into a house, and didn’t move anymore. 
You two are amazing. 


Even if this is smaller than the one of before, to think you could defeat a 
Griffon, which we had so much trouble defeating in the past, so easily. 


“Captain!” “Are you okay?!” “Thank you, adventurer!” 

The subordinates of the old man also came. 

“Hey, Takatsuki-kun.” (Aya) 

Sa-san looked at the Griffon, and seemed like she wanted to say something. 
“This is the one we saw at the circus, huh.” (Makoto) 

“Tt seems like the other monsters too.” (Lucy) 

It is true that they are all beat up, but I could see scraps of the circus outfit. 
They escaped from the circus troupe. 

But, would they rampage all at once like this? 


“Takatsuki Makoto, you have seen this monster before?” 


“It is probably the monster of the circus troupe that was at the center of the 
city.” (Makoto) 


“What?! Did they mess up?! What are the tamers doing?!” 
“Let’s go check it out.” 


If there’s people that haven’t managed to escape, the area around the circus 
troupe’s tent would be the most dangerous. 


oO 
“This is horrible...” 


The plaza at the center of the city and its surroundings was the part that had 
the most destruction. 


Corpses of monsters...and corpses of people torn to pieces. 
“Must have been his doing...” 

“Uoooooh!” 

A roar that makes the air tremble. 

A giant. A giant of close to ten meters in size is rampaging. 
“Let’s go!” 

ee ES ee 

The knights follow after the former guardian knight. 


“Lucy, aim for the crown of the head of that thing. Sa-san, I will crumble 
his footing, so I am counting on you to finish it.” (Makoto) 


“Got it.” “Leave it to me.” 


There’s a big fountain at the plaza. 


If there’s water...I can fight! 
The knights that the old man is leading are not doing well in their attack. 


The attacks of the Giant are slow, so it seems like they haven’t gotten hit 
yet, but they can’t deal a fatal blow onto it. 


“Oi, are you guys adventurers?!” “That guy there must be the biggest 
prize!” “We are helping!” “We are splitting the reward, okay?!” 


The adventurers were also beginning to gather. 
Alright! We have won! 

(Hey, don’t lower your guard.) (Noah) 

Yes, Goddess-sama. 

Putting my life first as always. 


“Fire Magic: [Fireball].” “Wood Magic: [Wind Blade].” “Mixed Magic: 
[Meteor Fall]!” 


The spells of the mage adventurers and Lucy were unleashed onto the 
Giant. 


The magic control of Lucy has gotten better. 

I approach the Giant while thinking this. 

The Giant had been hit with the magic and was stumbling around. 
What a tough Giant. 


I cast [Water Dragon] with the water of the fountain, and smash it onto the 
Giant. 


Water rains onto the knights that were close to it. 


“Oi!”, the knight old man seemed like he wanted to say something, but 
leave it for later. 


I use [Ice Floor] to freeze only the footing around the Giant. 

“Oh?”’, the Giant’s balance was broken, and it fell on its butt. 

“Now!” “Get him!”, the knights rush him. 

A small shadow lands onto the head of the Giant. 

Is it Sa-san? 

Sa-san jumped several meters up, and then, doing another jump midair to 
propel herself downwards, she slammed an axe kick onto the head of the 
Giant! 

That was the [Mid-Air Jump] Skill?! 


*Thum!* 


The Giant’s head crashed onto the ground, making the earth tremble, and 
the Giant didn’t move anymore. 


Did we defeat it? 

“How was that?!’’, everyone celebrated the victory. 

“That kick just now was incredible. Are you Gold Rank?” 
“Hey, that Meteor Fall of just now, what magic was it?” 
“You guys were a great help. You are heroes.” 


The adventurers and knights were surrounding Sa-san and Lucy and giving 
them high praise. 


The two were embarrassed, but looked happy. 


I watched this from afar as I used my Detection Skill on the surroundings to 
confirm. 


Does it look okay now? 
The Giant seems to still be breathing, but it is slowly weakening. 


A number of adventurers are on guard, but it doesn’t seem like it will be 
necessary. 


Some of the knights are inspecting the Giant to look for clues. Probably 
something that can only be found while still alive? 


The light in the eyes of the Giant were already fading. 

It should die in a few minutes. 

“You were a great help.” 

By the time I noticed, the former guardian knight was by my side. 
“They are my prided party members after all.” (Makoto) 

They are wasted on me. 


“No, that magic that made the Giant slip, that was your magic, right? 
Without that witty move, we couldn’t have defeated it.” 


“Really?” (Makoto) 
I feel like Lucy and Sa-san could have defeated it on their own though. 
“Is everyone okay?” 


The one who appeared after was Prince Leonard...and even Princess Sofia 
came to a place like this. 


Is it okay for you to not run away? 


“Looks like the subjugation of monsters is mostly finished. Well done, 
everyone.” (Sofia) 


The people there nodded satisfied at the words of Princess Sofia. 
When looking at her like this, she is a capable princess. 

She even shows up at dangerous places. 

““Sofia-sama! The tamers of the circus troupe have all been killed!” 
The knight that was investigating the tent reported. 

What a dangerous report. 

Were they killed by the monsters? 


“The tamers were cut by a bladed weapon. It wasn’t the deed of the 
monsters.” 


“Search for survivors of the circus troupe. Make sure to hear what they say 
in detail.” (Sofia) 


“Yes!” 
It looks like there’s an incident in our hands. 
I wonder if the clown is okay. 


...No, now that I think back to it, he said that there would be a big event 
tomorrow. 


Wasn’t that suspicious? 
The moment I was about to tell the knight old man just in case... 
“Ack!” (Makoto) 


A shock as if my head had been hit by a hammer attacked me. 


This is...Detection. 

This headache...a Calamity Monster? 
“Makoto?” (Lucy) 

“What’s the matter?” (Aya) 


Lucy and Sa-san ran over to me in worry at me suddenly holding my head 
in pain. 


“What’s the matter, Takatsuki Makoto?” 

The old man seems to be worried too. 

““.,.A Calamity Monster...1s probably coming...” (Makoto) 
“Eh?” “What?!” 

But from where? 

This isn’t Laberintos. 
“...Ha...te...Ha...te...Hu...mans...” 

A groan. 

That’s...the Giant is still alive? 

Yeah, you must hate them, right? I get you. I do. 
I heard a mysterious voice. 


A childish voice, a girlish voice, a young and gentle voice. 
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...1...want...po...wer...! 
I have a bad feeling. 


“Someone! Finish the Giant!” (Sofia) 


Princess Sofia shouted. 

The knights and adventurers obey that voice. 

I will give you power. That's why, I will take your heart, okay? 
The mysterious voice continues to speak. 

“Lucy, Sa-san, can you hear this child-like voice?” (Makoto) 
“Eh?” (Lucy) 

“Voice of a child?” (Aya) 

Does no one hear it? 

““(O00000000000000000000000000h!!” 

The Giant that was fatally wounded suddenly stood up! 

But that body was on the verge of collapse. 

Collapsing? 


No, its skin was peeling, and from below it, a red and syrupy something 
was oozing out. 


That muddy stuff fell onto the ground making an unpleasant sound, and the 
ground began to melt. 


Melt? 
From the heat? 
Is that...lava or something like that? 


The Giant’s body was covered by lava, and changed into something else. 


The lava had a large amount of white stuff... That’s, bones? They are 
floating in it. 


Why are the bones not melting? 

Now, go against destiny! You are a brave warrior! 
After that, I couldn’t hear the childish voice anymore. 
“Kaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaah!!” 


The Giant’s voice changed from a low tone into an ear piercing one like the 
scraping of glass. 


This scream...I have heard it somewhere before. 
“Taboo...Giant...” 


The mutter of someone reached my ears. 


Chapter 72: Burning Capital (2) 


Its body is covered in muddy lava, and its surface, there’s a large amount of 
bones and skulls floating. 


That blasphemous figure of his would make the people seeing it falter... 
“Taboo Giant...” 


Right, that roar and the creepy appearance is similar to that of the Taboo 
Dragon. 


No, that’s not important right now. 

We have to defeat it, or the city will be turned into a mess. 
“Lucy, Sa-san! ...Eh?” (Makoto) 

I looked around...and was stunned. 
“Kaaaaaaaaaaaaaaah!”’ 

The unpleasant roar of the Giant resonates. 


The knights, the adventurers, and Lucy had a pale blue expression with 
their knees on the ground. 


“Lucy?!” (Makoto) 
I run to Lucy who is trembling heavily. 


“T-I am...okay...” (Lucy) 


“There’s no way you are!” (Makoto) 

I hold her trembling shoulders. 

What? What did it do? 

“The voice of a Taboo Monster has a curse that can instill fear...” 

When I turned around, there was Princess Sofia standing with a pale face. 


Does she have a resistance towards abnormal status effects? She isn’t down 
on her knees like the others. 


Even so, she still looks like she is in pain. 

“Sa-san, are you okay?” (Makoto) 

“Yeah, it looks like I am fine.” (Aya) 

Sa-san being a Lamia might have weakened the effect. 

“Are you okay, Makoto-san?” (Leonard) 

Prince Leonard seems to be okay too. 

Well, Sakurai-kun was okay with the Divine Protection of the Goddess. 
Heroes are cheats, so I don’t have to worry. 

“T have a Skill called [Clear Mind]. (Makoto) 

““...Even if that’s the case, you are completely fine?” (Sofia) 
Princess Sofia asked in surprise. 

This is my second rodeo with a Taboo Monster after all. 

“T will defeat it!” (Leonard) 


Prince Leonard takes a stance with his sword shining blue. 


Is that a magic sword? 

It is most likely a legendary weapon passed down by the royal family. 
“Leo...” (Sofia) 

The usually cold Princess Sofia had a worried expression. 

“Ice Sword]!” (Leonard) 


Prince Leonard swung his sword, and a giant magic blade attacked the 
Giant. 


Ooh! Wow! 

It is ten times bigger than the sword magic of Jean. 

A big wound was dealt onto the Giant. 

But... 

“It is regenerating.” (Aya) 

Just as Sa-san said, the wound was healing as soon as it hit. 


I can’t tell if we actually dealt any damage at all from just looking at his 
appearance. 


The arm of the Giant was swung at the prince with a powerful sound of the 
wind hitting its arm, and the prince hurriedly took distance. 


That was slightly dangerous. 
“Leo!” (Sofia) 
“Kuh!” (Leonard) 


He once again swung his sword, but the result was the same. 


Does Prince Leonard not have a big move like Sakurai-kun? 


When I glanced at my side, I could see Princess Sofia with a worried 
expression. 


Hmm, doesn’t she have a hidden trump card or something? 

Huh? 

Honestly, I had not been feeling any urgency in my heart for a while now. 
Maybe because I saw Sakurai-kun defeat the Taboo Dragon in one hit? 
Heroes are overwhelming powerhouses in this world. 

I assumed that Prince Leonard was the same. 


(Makoto, the Light Hero is special. Leonard-kun is the weakest among the 
Heroes though...) (Noah) 


Noah-sama gives me her comment. 

Oh...so that’s how it is. 

I once again look around with Lucy in my arms. 

The knights and adventurers were in fear from the voice of the Taboo Giant. 


Sa-san can move, but because of the Giant being covered in lava 
completely, she can’t hit him with her bare hands. 


Her arms would most likely be done for if she did. 


The attacks of our trump card that is the Glacial Hero, Prince Leonard, 
don’t have much effect. 


...Aren’t we in a pinch here? 


The fist of the Giant that is accompanied by the fearsome sound of 
buffeting wind was unleashed towards the Prince. 


This is bad! He can’t avoid that one! 
“Prince!” 


The knight old man pushed Prince Leonard out of the way and ended up 
taking the hit for him. 


He was on his knees, and yet, he managed to move out of sheer force of 
will?! 


The old man took the fist of the Giant face on, and as if he had been hit by a 
truck, he was sent spinning onto a wall, breaking right through the wall and 
disappearing inside it. 


“Old man!” (Makoto) 

That was...he is dead... 

There’s no way he survived that. 

Damn it! 

I grinded my teeth, but I have to cut that off my head for now. 
Calm down. 

[Clear Mind] 99%. 

Don’t lose your composure. 

““Waaaaaaaaaaaaah!!”’ 


Maybe because his ally had been killed, Prince Leonard lost his composure 
and his movements became rustic. 


Does he not have a Skill to stabilize his mind? 


“Hey...I apparently can die 4 times so, should I try pulling a do-or-die 
attack?” (Aya) 


Sa-san proposes this. 


“...No. I don’t think bare handed attacks will work against a Giant that is 
covered in lava.” (Makoto) 


Moreover, a charge with dying in mind, as if I will allow that. 


The Giant seems to be slowly getting used to the attacks of Prince Leonard, 
it switches into offense. 


Each time the Giant moves, lava is scattered around, and changes the 
surroundings into fire footing. 


Prince Leonard is slowly losing space to retreat to. 
At this rate, it is a matter of time before he gets caught. 


““Sa-san, assist Prince Leonard! Use rocks, rubble, or whatever, just throw it 
and take its attention away! However, don’t approach it too much. Don’t let 
it catch you by any means!” (Makoto) 


“O-Okay. I will try.” (Aya) 

Sorry, for asking you such a dangerous thing! 

I suddenly feel a gaze on me, and notice that Princess Sofia is looking here. 
“Takatsuki Makoto...can you do something...?” (Sofia) 

“Princess Sofia...” (Makoto) 

Princess Sofia speaks to me with a desperate face as if praying. 

[Will you heed the request of Princess Sofia? | 


Yes <— 


No 

I personally want to say yes, but... 

But, how? 

Think. 

There should be...something. 

Is there a hint? 

An item that can overturn this situation? 

Won’t an assist character appear? 

If this were Makkaren or Laberintos, I could use Spirit Magic... 
(Makoto...Use Princess Sofia.) (Noah) 

Eh? 

Goddess-sama? 

Use? 

What are you saying? 

Use her... Could that mean... 

“Princess Sofia! Do you have a Magic Skill?” (Makoto) 


“T haven’t done training as a mage, but...I do have the Ice Magic Monarch 
Skill. But I can only use it to protect myself...” (Sofia) 


Plenty enough. 
I grabbed the hand of Sofia without hesitation. 


“What are you doing?!” (Sofia) 


“Apologies, I will be borrowing your mana.” (Makoto) 

Synchronization. 

At that moment, I had a hallucination as if I was inside a freezing blizzard. 
A cold and refreshing mana began to pour massively inside of me. 
“Hngh!” (Sofia) 

Princess Sofia let out a low moan. 

“Sa-san! Prince Leonard! Step back!” (Makoto) 

“Got it!” (Aya) 


My voice didn’t seem to have reached Prince Leonard, but Sa-san carried 
the Prince and moved away. 


“Water Magic: [Water Dragon]!” (Makoto) 

The Ice Dragon that came out from my hand flies towards the Taboo Giant. 
Eh? The Water Dragon turned into an Ice Dragon? 

Is this because of Princess Sofia’s Monarch Ice Magic? 
“Kaaaaaaaaaaaa...aa...aaa...” 


The attack didn’t reach at all, but parts here and there of the Giant’s body 
were frozen. 


The movements of the Giant dulled slightly. 
Oh, looks like this is effective. 
No, it is not. 


The Ice Dragon was torn apart by the Giant. 


“Ta-Takatsuki Makoto...what in the world was that?” (Sofia) 


“TI casted magic by synchronizing with you, Princess Sofia... Was it 
painful?” (Makoto) 


“N-No...it was just a bit sudde—” (Sofia) 
“Then, I will go for the next.” (Makoto) 
“Eh?” (Sofia) 


I got the permission of the Princess, so I increased the potency of the 
synchronization. 


Even more mana began to flow into me. 

“Hau!” (Sofia) 

Princess Sofia quivered and she arched back. 

Did I take too much mana at once? 

“Water Magic: Dance, [Dual Ice Dragon].” (Makoto) 

This time I use two Ice Dragons to attack the Giant. 

They sink their teeth into the Giant as if trying to devour it. 
It seems like it is damaging it to a certain extent, but... 

As expected, they were crushed by the Giant in the end. 
“Hmm, Superior Rank Magic is lacking in dealing a decisive hit.” (Makoto) 
“*.,.Haaah...Haah...Haah...” (Sofia) 

Princess Sofia’s breathing is ragged. 


It might be bad to keep the synchronization for too long. 


“U-Uhm...my body is...feeling hot...” (Sofia) 

Princess Sofia complains. 

“Ts it painful? Does it hurt somewhere?” (Makoto) 

“N-No...it doesn’t hurt, but...” (Sofia) 

“T will finish it with the next one. I am going full power.” (Makoto) 
“Eh? Wasn’t the one of before full power alread—” (Sofia) 

Full Synchro. 


With the feeling of becoming one with the other party, I enter deep, really 
deep into Princess Sofia... 


“Hngh! Aaaan!” (Sofia) 

She is letting out a painful sounding voice every time though... 
Does it really not hurt? 

But thanks to that, a gigantic amount of mana flowed into me. 


Moreover, it is different from the whimsical mana of the Spirits, it is easy to 
use. 


I feel like I can do it with this. 

“Water Magic: [Yamata no—” (Makoto) 

No, wait. Is it okay to use Water Monarch Magic in the middle of the city? 
It might drag the adventurers and knights into it. 

Okay, let’s modify it! 


“Water Magic: [Ice Phoenix]! (Makoto) 


The Phoenix is originally a Fire Monarch Spell. 
I switched it into Water Magic. 

(You are doing some crazy stuff there.) (Noah) 
The Goddess retorted. 

Hey, I am concentrating here, so shut up please. 
But thank you very much for the hint of before! 
(You’re welcome~.) (Noah) 

The Monarch Magic is complete. 

A giant Ice Phoenix appears in front of us. 
Ooh! So cool! 


“Go! Defeat the Taboo Giant!” (Makoto) 
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Letting out a shrill cry, it attacks the Giant. 

“U-Uhm...is that Monarch Rank Magic?” (Sofia) 

“Tt is thanks to Princess Sofia.” (Makoto) 

I smile at her. 

Man, as expected of someone with a Monarch Magic Skill. 
“O-Oh...Is that so.” (Sofia) 

“Looks like it will be able to defeat it soon enough. See?” (Makoto) 


At the place where I pointed at, the Phoenix clawed onto the Giant. Its 
claws sinking onto its arm and releasing a windy frost that expanded. 


The body of the Taboo Giant was slowly freezing. 
Alright, time to finish it. 

“Water Magic: [Ice Prison]!” (Makoto) 

At the end, a giant ice sculpture was made. 

The Giant was frozen into a slightly silly pose. 
The Ice Phoenix perched on top of it. 

It is quite the picturesque sight. 

“*...Was it defeated?” (Sofia) 

Princess Sofia asks. 


“T think it will stay frozen for 7 days. Please deal with it within that time 
frame.” (Makoto) 


In Makkaren where there’s a lot of Spirits, I could have frozen it for around 
1 year. 


It is impossible in Horun though. 
““...Understood.” (Sofia) 

“Haah, what a relief.” (Makoto) 
Aah, that was rough. 

“U-Uhm...” (Sofia) 

“Thanks, Princess Sofia.” (Makoto) 
“R-Right... Uhm...your hand.” (Sofia) 
“Hm?” (Makoto) 

Shoot! We were still holding hands. 
“Excuse my rudeness.” (Makoto) 

I quickly let go of her hand. 


Princess Sofia made a hard to describe face for a moment, and soon 
returned to her serious face. 


“Everyone, listen! The Taboo Giant has been defeated. The ones who can 
move, search once again if there’s any monsters remaining, and have the 
citizens evacuate. Adventurers, if possible, I ask for your assistance too.” 
(Sofia) 


“Oracle-sama!” 
The one who responded first was the former guardian knight. 


Wait, eh?! 


“Old man, you were alive?!” (Makoto) 
After getting hit by the attack of that Giant? 
I thought not even your shape remained though. 


“Hahaha, against my [Impenetrable Defense, Superior Rank] Skill, that 
level of attack is as if I was bitten by a mosquito—Guh!” 


That must have been a strong mosquito. 

He ended up falling down on his knees. 

“Are you okay?” (Makoto) 

I ran up to him and tried to lend him a shoulder, but... 

“No problem. More importantly, the knights that can move, we are heading 


to rescue the citizens. A few of you, escort the Oracle-sama and the Prince 
to the castle!” 


Se eee see eee Gg 1222 07247822222? 
Looks like his subordinates also recovered. 
These guys are incredible. 


Even though they looked like they were dying just a few moments ago, are 
they going back to work? 


This workplace might be a bit of a slavedriver one. 

“Takatsuki Makoto.” (Sofia) 

Princess Sofia calls me with her back facing me. 

At her side, there’s Prince Leonard who is being carried by a knight. 


Looking at him like this, he really is a child. 


I pity the heavy responsibility he has in being a Hero. 


“Thank you very much for just now. I will reward you at a later time.” 
(Sofia) 


“No, I didn’t really do much...” (Makoto) 

I got my magic from the Princess after all. 

“Let’s go.” (Sofia) 

The Princess and the knights move in the direction of the castle. 
Haah...I am glad we somehow made it out of this. 

I look at where my comrades are. 

The complexion of Lucy has gotten a lot better now. It seems she is okay. 
Sa-san is...eh? 

“Wuuuh...” (Aya) 

Sa-san is pale blue and trembling! 

Could it be the curse of the Taboo Giant? 

“Cold~...It is cold~...Takatsuki-kun...” (Aya) 

“Ah.” (Makoto) 

Shit! 

Sa-san is a Lamia, and cold is her weakness! 

A giant ice sculpture, and a giant ice bird. 


Moreover, maybe because of the effects of the Monarch Magic, even snow 
is falling. 


Measuring with my body, it is around -30 °C, maybe? 
“Sa-san, put this on!” (Makoto) 
“T-Thank you.” (Aya) 


I hurriedly put my jacket on her shoulders, but it doesn’t seem like it has 
much effect. 


“Aya, are you okay?” (Lucy) 

Lucy stumbles her way here. 

Ah, right! 

““Sa-san, come here. Lucy too.” (Makoto) 

I had the two of them get close, and stick Lucy to Sa-san. 
“Hiya!” (Lucy) 


“Waaah, Lucy-san, so warm.” (Aya) 





Lucy quivers, and Sa-san makes a face as if melting. 
“W-What?” (Lucy) 


“Sorry, Lucy. Sa-san has to warm her body. Stay like that for a while.” 
(Makoto) 


“Waah, Lucy-san heater.” (Aya) 

Sa-san’s bluish complexion was returning to normal. That’s a relief. 
I am grateful for the high temperature of Lucy. 

“Uuuh, cold. I get it... Aya, are you okay?” (Lucy) 

“Yeah, it feels nice.” (Aya) 

“Wait, where are you touching?!” (Lucy) 

“Is there anywhere hotter?” (Aya) 

Sa-san was feeling up Lucy’s body. 

Yup yup, looking at two cute girls cuddling warms my heart. 


“Now then, let’s look for people that didn’t manage to escape while 
returning to the inn.” (Makoto) 


“Okay.” 
We moved through the city carefully, and returned to the inn. 


Haah, it was tiring this time around, Goddess-sama. 


Chapter 73: After the Chaos 


-Fuji-yan POV- 

Children bawling. 

Parents soothing them. 

Elderly trembling in uneasiness. 


Everyone is being guided by the Water Country Knights to the evacuation 
area while being encouraged by them. 


“Tt has turned into quite the problem, hasn’t it?” (Chris) 
The complexion of Chris-dono isn’t good. 


“Are Takatsuki-sama and the others okay? I would like to participate in the 
subjugations if possible...” (Nina) 


“This is the Water Country’s capital, so there should be a lot of capable 
knights and mages... Let’s believe in them.” (Fujiwara) 


Even though I have an isekai cheat, I am powerless in these kinds of 
situations. 


I curse my lack of combat power. 


“Nina, you will be a part of the Makkaren household. I won’t allow you to 
mix with the adventurers and go to dangerous places.” (Chris) 


“But putting Takatsuki-sama, Sasaki-sama, and Lucy-sama in danger, while 
I alone am in a safe place is just...” (Nina) 


Chris-dono is worrying for Nina-dono, and Nina-dono who is worried about 
Takki-dono and the others. 


The fact that I understand the both of them makes it more painful. 
The evacuation area is filled with uneasiness, sadness, and...Hm? 


“Nina-dono, Chris-dono, there’s something I want to talk to you about.” 
(Fujiwara) 


I stop the conversation of the two that has divided opinions. 


Within the people that are in fear by the sudden appearance of monsters... 
there’s one who is trembling in happiness. 


...Could that man possibly be... 


“Nina-dono, that man over there that is wearing a hat deeply, can you 
capture him alive?” (Fujiwara) 


“Eh?” “Danna-sama? What are you saying?!” 

They of course were surprised. 

“T will take full responsibility. We cannot allow him to escape.” (Fujiwara) 
“*... There must be a reason why, right? Understood.” (Nina) 
“Fujiwara-sama, please explain it later, okay?” (Chris) 

I’m sorry. 

...1 have to tell the two of them about the Galge Player Skill one day. 


“T will pull him into a secluded place. I count on you for the rest, Nina- 
dono.” (Fujiwara) 


“Yes, leave it to me.” (Nina) 


“Fujiwara-sama, Nina, be careful.” (Chris) 

Takki-dono is putting his life on the line in an even more dangerous place. 
I will do what I can, too. 

-Princess Sofia POV- 


I returned to the castle, and left the treatment of Leo to the medical team, 
and ordered the knights to help in rescuing the citizens. 


“Uhm, Princess-sama, won’t you rest for a bit...?” 


“No need. I will head to the Temple that is serving as a shelter, and check 
the state of the people. Mother and father are safe, right?” (Sofia) 


“Yes! His Majesty and the Queen have taken refuge in a safe place.” 
“Good. I will go change.” (Sofia) 

“T will help.” 

“No need. Wait there.” (Sofia) 

After ordering this to my escort, I closed the door to my room. 
“...Fuuuh.” (Sofia) 

I take a breath, and deactivate [Cold Heart]. 

The Cold Heart Skill helps me keep my mind composed at all times. 
Its detrimental point is that it makes my expression look cold. 

ey? 

My emotions that were calm until now welled up all at once. 


I put both of my hands on my face. 


Hot. 

I walk to the front of the mirror, and look at my face. 
“How can this be...” (Sofia) 

A beet red face was reflected there. 

Is this the face of the Ice Sculpture Princess? 

“Takatsuki Makoto...” (Sofia) 

Just calling that name made my body tremble. 

I hold my body with both of my hands. 

It is not cold, it is the contrary. 

“That...synchronization thing...” (Sofia) 

Holding the hand of a princess without any reserve, and entering me. 
My body and my heart. 

I remembered. 

It was as if my back was being penetrated...that sensation. 
It was as if I was being embraced by that man... 

“How vulgar!” (Sofia) 

Me, the Oracle that serves the Goddess Eir-sama! 


Even though this body that has been offered to the Gods has not been 
dirtied in any capacity! 


The smiling face of Takatsuki Makoto that surfaces in my mind is not going 
away. 


Leo had been cornered. 

The knights and adventurers were in fear. 

I thought we were already done for. 

The capital of Horun...would be trampled down by a single Giant. 
I was in despair. 

—I will finish it with the next one. I am going full power. 


In that despairing situation, he spoke with a cool tone as if he were having a 
casual talk. 


—It is thanks to Princess Sofia. 
That face when he smiled at me... 
“This is not the time for that, Sofia!” (Sofia) 


I once again activate the Skill [Cold Heart] and return to my previous 
expression. 


I quickly change and exit the room. 
I look at my uneasy subordinates. 


“We are heading to the city. The ones who can move, come together with 
us. But make sure not to push the injured.” (Sofia) 


SOCECENT ag $977? 
Let’s forget it for now. 


Right now...I am the symbol of peace for the Water Country. 


I must keep a calm and cold mind. 
OO 
-Takatsuki Makoto POV- 


Looks like all the monsters in the city have been defeated. We didn’t 
encounter any monsters on our way back. 


We returned to the inn, and had Sa-san and Lucy rest in our room at the inn. 


I headed to the Adventurer Guild, and reported about the clown guy and the 
mysterious voice. 


“The Princess has ordered the investigation of the people involved with the 
circus troupe. Thank you for the information.” 


“*.,. About that mysterious voice...I can’t really say anything about that...” 
The staff member of the guild listened seriously to the talk about the clown. 


But the talk about the mysterious voice, it seemed like they didn’t know 
what to do with that. 


Well, there’s the chance that I was just hearing things after all. 
After that, I walked around the city, but seeing the knights guiding the 
citizens, there didn’t seem to be any work as an adventurer, so I returned to 


the inn. 


As for Fuji-yan, it seems like he had something important to deal with, was 
the message that Nina-san left to me. 


That he would be busy for a few days, so to wait in the inn. 


I gave him my okay, and decided to rest on that day. 


OO 


That night, I went to sleep... 

And was standing in the space of the Goddess. 

“Noah-sama?” (Makoto) 

I looked around, and Noah-sama appeared with a gleeful smile. 
“Hello, Makoto. Good work today.” (Noah) 
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“Noah-sama, you helped me out greatly today in the fight with the Giant. 
(Makoto) 


I lower to my knees and give my thanks. 
That hint helped out a lot. 
Without that, we wouldn’t have been able to defeat the Giant. 


“Well, I think you would have been able to find a solution on your own 
though, Makoto. In that scenario, Aya-chan would have probably died at 
least once, I think.” (Noah) 


Shivers run down my spine. 
Thinking about it again, the fight of today was like walking on a tightrope. 


We were saved by the fact that there was a powerful water magic skill 
holder. 


“Not really. The Water Country has a lot of water related skills, and 
Leonard-kun has the Supreme Water Magic, so you could have 
synchronized with him.” (Noah) 

“Yeah, there was that hand too.” (Makoto) 


But the Prince was fighting the Giant. 


It was impossible to use synchronization in that situation. 


“By the way, that child-like voice that sounded before the Taboo Giant 
appeared, what was that?” (Makoto) 


Noah-sama might know about it. 


“Aah, that? That was the voice of the person you call the Great Demon 
Lord.” (Noah) 


“Eh?” (Makoto) 

Noah-sama nonchalantly speaks out a shocking statement. 

“The Great Demon Lord has revived?!” (Makoto) 

“No, they don’t. That voice was just a residual will. A past log.” (Noah) 
“Okay?” (Makoto) 

I don’t understand well. 

It looked like it was doing conversation though. 


“You don’t need to worry about it. Anyways, the revival of the Great 
Demon Lord will be happening. In 1 year more, I think.” (Noah) 


““... You are cascading important information as if nothing.” (Makoto) 
My head can’t keep up. 


“Well, you don’t need to worry about that, Makoto. I will give you the 
information you need, when you need it.” (Noah) 


“T feel like everything is on the palm of your hand, Noah-sama.” (Makoto) 
Is this okay? 


Well, Iam the Apostle of Noah-sama, so it should be okay. 


“We godkin cannot interfere directly with the mortals. That’s why we use 
Apostles, Oracles, and a variety of other things. It is not only me.” (Noah) 


‘See?’, Noah-sama says in a cute manner. 
What she is saying isn’t that cute though. 


In Noah-sama’s case, it would be as if I am the only pawn in her chess 
board. 


Sounds pretty impossible of a game. 
“Wouldn’t you be at least worth being a knight though?” (Noah) 
“Please deny the part about being impossible.” (Makoto) 


Well, being told I am not a pawn but a knight made me a bit happy. There 
must be something wrong with me. 


“You call yourself a chess piece, Makoto, but in reality, you don’t listen to 
me at all though.” (Noah) 


“Really?” (Makoto) 


But Noah-sama, you immediately say things like ‘abandon your comrades’. 
There’s no way I can do that. 


“... You know, normally, the Apostles of Gods would listen to their Gods 
more. When I tell you to run away, it is because I put your life above all 
else after all.” (Noah) 


“Well, please give instructions where my comrades can be saved as well.” 
(Makoto) 


“Why are you even telling your God how to give out instructions...?” 
(Noah) 


Noah-sama made a face of amazement. 


Did I say something weird? I am, huh. 
“Now then, leaving that aside, you did really well today!” (Noah) 


“Really? I feel like there were a lot of things I have to reflect on though.” 
(Makoto) 


A situation where I couldn’t use Spirit Magic and my teammates Lucy and 
Sa-san couldn’t fight. 


Moreover, we couldn’t just run. 

I was naive in my predictions. 

I have to rethink my strategies. 

“Not that.” (Noah) 

“wn 

“The one about getting along better with the Oracle.” (Noah) 
“*...We don’t get along though?” (Makoto) 


I do think that I get along better with Prince Leonard. But his sister, I 
wonder. 


After defeating the Taboo Giant, she immediately went somewhere else. 
I know that she must take command as the Princess though. 

“Haaah...” (Noah) 

Noah-sama made a gesture as if saying ‘good grief’. 

“What’s the matter?” (Makoto) 


“This is why dense guys are just...” (Noah) 


“Did you say something?” (Makoto) 

“This is why I don’t like dense guys.” (Noah) 

She said it twice. 

Must have been important. 

I am not a dense guy...right? 

I am consulting Fuji-yan in regards to Lucy and Sa-san after all. 


“T will be doing my best in getting along with Princess Sofia. Also, I will be 
training even more and get stronger, okay?” (Makoto) 


So that I can deal with situations like the one of before. 


“How diligent. Then, this super kind Goddess-sama will give you a most 
useful hint.” (Noah) 


Noah-sama patted my head with a big smile. 
She seems to be in a good mood. 


“Makoto, you are using [Clear Mind] when using Spirit Magic, right?” 
(Noah) 


“Yeah, I am. Not only when using magic, but always though.” (Makoto) 


“When using Spirit Magic, try restraining the use of your [Clear Mind].” 
(Noah) 


“Why?” (Makoto) 
A mind stabilizing Skill like Clear Mind is helpful in the use of magic. 


This is something I was taught in the Water Temple. 


I have felt the use of it in actual combat too. 

“Spirits are happier when you lay bare your emotions.” (Noah) 
“| ..Really?” (Makoto) 

That wasn’t in the books. 


“Anyone would have more fun speaking with an amiable person rather than 
someone who isn’t, right?” (Noah) 


That hurts someone like me with communication problems. 
I see. So the Spirit-sans thought I was an unfriendly person, huh. 


“Well, just try it. You are still a beginner when it comes to Spirit Magic, 
Makoto.” (Noah) 


“Got it. I will try out a variety of things.” (Makoto) 
“Yup yup, do your best.” (Noah) 

She pets my head. 

I have gotten used to it lately. 

Noah-sama puffed her cheeks. 

Oops, she read my mind. 

“Now then, it is about time.” (Makoto) 

Let’s give my thanks and leave. 

“Makoto.” (Noah) 


“Yes, what is it?” (Makoto) 


—She suddenly kissed my cheek without prior notice. 
“Today’s reward.” (Noah) 

Noah-sama waved her hand with a bright smile. 

I forgot to breath. 

That was a complete surprise attack. 

Even when I had Clear Mind on, my heart was banging hard. 


This is bad, from all the seductions until now, that was the one that shook 
my heart the most. 


...Let’s just accept it as my reward for working hard. 


Chapter 74: The Fujiwara 
Company is popular in the capital 


“Ooi, I’ve got the provisions provided by the Fujiwara Company.” 
“Not only that, we apparently can also get clothes.” 
“Tt really helps us with the children. ..seriously.” 


“The employees of the company are all cute beastkin, so it really heals 
me.” 


“Maybe I should apply for a job there...” 
“The requirements for men are apparently strict.” 


The capital of Horun is currently in the middle of recovering from the 
damage of the monsters. 


The area where the Giant rampaged had the most damage. 


There’s also a lot of people who had their homes destroyed and now have 
nowhere to live in. 


The country and church are providing temporary residences to the victims 
of this, but there weren’t enough goods. 


Especially food and clothes. 


The ones who read the situation the fastest and sent support were the 
Fujiwara Company. In other words, the company that Fuji-yan manages. 


...seriously, he is just way too amazing, isn’t he? 
Is he really the same age as me? 


On the day the monsters rampaged in the capital, he returned to Makkaren 
in his Flying Ship, gathered as many people and goods as possible, and 
came back. 


By the time the other nobles and companies were finally able to give their 
personnel support and their goods, the goods of the Fujiwara Company had 
already reached all the affected people of the capital. 

“Fujlyan-san is amazing, isn’t he?!” (Lucy) 

Lucy says this while looking at the children in the shelter playing around. 
“Alright. Follow the order, okay? Don’t go skipping the line~.” (Aya) 
Sa-san was passing around candies to the children. 

Now that I think about it, Sa-san had 4 little brothers. 


She was dealing with the kids as if used to it. 


In these few days, Lucy and I have been helping out in cleaning out the 
rubble together with the adventurers, and restoring the houses. 


A world with magic is nice. 


Big pieces of rubble can be delivered easily by using something called 
Levitation Magic. 


Lucy and I obviously can’t use that, so we were cleaning the old fashioned 
way. 


We do get rewarded by the Adventurer Guild for this. 


Sa-san is good at cooking, so she would work as a volunteer with Nina-san 
in cooking meals, and keeping company to the kids. 


Lucy and I finished our work for today and had come to pick up Sa-san 
before dinner. 


“Alright, this is the last one. Ah! Takatsuki-kun, Lucy-san.” (Aya) 
“Good work, Sa-san.” (Makoto) 

“Must be tough, Aya.” (Lucy) 

“Nah, it is fun to play with the kids.” (Aya) 


Even though it must be tough to do this continuously, Sa-san didn’t show 
any signs of being tired and had a smile on her face. 


What a great girl. 


“Let’s go back to the inn. I think Fuji-yan will be returning today.” 
(Makoto) 


“He has been moving around all the time as of late.” (Lucy) 

“Should we call Nina-san too?” (Makoto) 

“No, it looks like Nina-san has to look after her store employees.” (Aya) 
“She has it hard... Even though she will be marrying soon.” (Lucy) 
“Yeah.” (Aya) 

The two girls had eyes of pity. 


I see. It is true that Nina-san is engaged with Fuji-yan together with Chris- 
san. And yet, it is unfortunate they have been caught in this incident. 


“Let’s return by ourselves then.” (Makoto) 
“Yeah.” “Okay~.” 


Finishing our jobs for today, we return to the inn. 


OO 

At dinner. 

“Maan, we finally have the chance to see each other.” (Fujiwara) 

Fuji-yan says with a loud laugh. 

Chris-san at his side is completely exhausted. 

“Are you okay, Chris?” (Nina) 

“Aah...Nina, it has been a while.” (Chris) 

Nina-san seems to be taking care of Chris-san, so it will probably be okay. 


“Thanks to Fujiwara-kun, the children seem to be energetic even without 
their houses.” (Aya) 


Sa-san had a smile on her face. 
“It seems like you were helping out Nina-dono, Sasaki-dono.” (Fujiwara) 


“She was a great help! Sasaki-sama’s ability to deal with children is 
godlike.” (Nina) 


“T have been taking care of my little brothers a lot after all.” (Aya) 


She scratches her head embarrassed, but that’s just like her. Really, all the 
children of the capital seemed to really like Sa-san. 


“By the way, Takki-dono, I heard about it! It seems you have defeated a 
Taboo Monster again!” (Fujiwara) 


I don’t know where Fuji-yan heard that from, but he throws the topic about 
a few days ago at me. 


“Oi o1, don’t thoughtlessly say that out, Fuji-yan. It was the combined 
power of the Glacial Hero, Prince Leonard, and the adventurers who were 


there.” (Makoto) 

I answered in a slightly jokey manner. 

—The Taboo Monster was defeated by the Hero. 

That talk is currently circulating in the people of the capital. 


The day a rumour spreads that ‘the young hero was about to be defeated by 
a monster’ will be the day the people of the capital will fall in fear. 


This was the move the royal family and the Adventurer Guild pulled. 


The Capital’s Guild Master personally requested of the adventurers who 
were in the battle of the Giant to keep it low. 


Of course, the shush money was from the royal family, so it was a large 
sum. 


“Geez, Makoto, giving your achievement to someone else again.” (Lucy) 
Lucy said with a tone of amazement. 


“But that kind of stuff is cool, isn’t it?! It is like a hero that protects 
everyone in the shadows.” (Aya) 


Nice way of putting it, Sa-san. 
“In the first place, 1t was thanks to Princess Sofia that I was able to defeat 
the Giant. It is not like I gave my achievement away. It is technically as if 


the royal family was the one who defeated it.” (Makoto) 


““... You synchronized with Princess Sofia, right? What a fearless man you 
are, Takatsuki-sama.” (Nina) 


Nina-san had a flustered expression. 


Well, it was an emergency, so it couldn’t be helped. 


“Synchronization is that, isn’t it?” (Lucy) 


Lucy seems to be remembering the experience of the past, she made a 
complicated expression. 


“Did something happen?” (Chris) 


“A long time ago, I synchronized with Lucy, and had my whole body 
burned.” (Makoto) 


“T see... That must have been rough.” (Chris) 

Chris-san had a surprised expression that seemed to not really get it. 
“Hey, Lucy, give me your hand.” (Makoto) 

“Eh? What?”, she says while extending her hand to me. 

I grabbed her hand, and synchronized. 

“Haau!”, Lucy quivers. 

“Hot!”, and I was attacked by a heat as if I was doused by hot water. 
“W-What are you doing?!” (Lucy) 

“Ah, sorry, sorry. My proficiency increased, so I thought that maybe 
synchronizing with you would go well now, but...it didn’t work at all.” 
(Makoto) 


Isn’t your mana wilder than before, Lucy? 


She has the Great Sage Skill that allows her to use Fire, Water, Wood, and 
Earth, so I should be able to synchronize with her. 


Our body compatibility is bad. 


When thinking in that way, the compatibility with Princess Sofia was good. 


“Pervert.” (Lucy) 

Lucy mutters this with a red face and straight eyes. 

“How rude.” (Makoto) 

No, suddenly synchronizing with her must have lacked tact. 
“Hey hey, try it with me too.” (Aya) 

Sa-san grabs my hand. 

“It is better not to, Aya. It feels tingly.” (Lucy) 

“Now now, it is okay, it is okay.” (Aya) 

She gives me an upward glance. 

Sa-san isn’t a mage, so I wonder what would happen. 
“Synchro.” (Makoto) 

But nothing happened. 

“...1 don’t feel anything.” (Aya) 

“Looks like it doesn’t work if you don’t have a magic skill.” (Makoto) 
“What, that’s boring.” (Aya) 

Sa-san is a close quarters power type after all. 

She apparently has mana on the same level as regular people. 


“Takatsuki-sama, Takatsuki-sama, I have Mid Earth Magic, and Elementary 
Water Magic.” (Nina) 


Even Nina-san took interest and extended her hand to me. 


Or more like, you had water magic, huh. 


I have never seen her use it. 

Of course she wouldn’t, it is the weaker one after all. 
I was about to grab the hand of Nina-san when... 
[Will you synchronize with Nina-san? | 

Yes 

No <— 

...What? 

What’s with this option? 

It didn’t appear when I did it with Lucy or Sa-san. 


In front of me, there’s the face of Nina-san in excitement looking forward to 
it. 


Her rabbit ears were going up and down. 

This person is going to become the wife of Fuji-yan. 

I don’t understand the reason, but I feel like I should not choose Yes. 
I have a bad feeling about it. 


“Lucy has the Great Sage Skill, but the synchronization failed just a while 
ago, so let’s not. Looks like I am not doing well right now.” (Makoto) 


“T see...” (Nina) 
Nina-san looked disappointed. 


(Even though that was your chance at NTR.) (Noah) 


What are you saying, Goddess-sama? <Don’t ask Fuji-yan what that means, 
Makoto! For your sake, don’t look it up. Just think of it as ‘stealing her 
away’ .> 


OO 


“By the way, this time’s incident. It seems like the ones behind it were the 
devilkin-desu zo.” (Fujiwara) 


After a while, Fuji-yan said that. 
“Devilkin?” (Makoto) 

What was that? 

“What is that?” (Aya) 

It seems Sa-san doesn’t know either. 


“Devilkin are apparently a race that have the mixed blood of demons and 
humans. In the dark times 1,000 years ago, at the era when the demons 
ruled and the humans were left alive as slaves, there were apparently many 
of them born. They are the survivors of this.” (Chris) 


Chris-san explains. 

“The devilkin are a race that don’t have a country. Or more like, they are a 
vagrant race that have never had a country. They have been changing from 
the west and the north continent constantly. It is said that many are 
currently living in the ruins of the Moon Country...” (Lucy) 

“The devilkin are a race hated by both the humans and demons.” (Nina) 
Lucy and Nina-san add. 


“Haah...so there’s racial problems even in an isekai.” (Makoto) 


It doesn’t change no matter the world. 


“Were they the ones who caused this incident?” (Aya) 


“That’s right, Sasaki-dono. I was actually investigating the background of 
it, and it ended up taking several days-desu zo.” (Fujiwara) 


ceceee Fh 999999 
? 


He was even doing something like that while supporting the refugees of the 
capital? 


What’s with this person? That’s scary. 


“That’s right! Danna-sama suddenly found the culprit from within the 
refugees!” (Nina) 


“T was scared. Just thinking about what would have happened if he had 
been stronger than Nina...” (Chris) 


Nina-san was excited while Chris-san trembled. 
“And so, and so?” (Aya) 
Sa-san seems to want to hear the rest. I am also interested. 


“We simply handed the devilkin that seemed to have been the culprit over 
to the knights-desu zo.” (Fujiwara) 


Fuji-yan answers while laughing. 
“Lying is bad, Fujiwara-sama. When you handed over the culprit to the 
knights, you were even able to accurately tell the knights about their 


hideout. I clearly remember the strained expression of the devilkin at that 
time. Just when did you investigate that...?’’ (Chris) 


Chris-san retorts in amazement. 
Isn’t it that? 


The cheat skill of Fuji-yan doing its work too well. 


“No no, it wasn’t that big of a deal. Compared to Takki-dono, the danger 
was low.” (Fujiwara) 


Fuji-yan is being humble here, but this is seriously impressive. 


We all celebrated each other’s safe return, and enjoyed a long awaited meal 
with everyone reunited. 


OO 

The next day, we were called to the Rozes Castle. 

The one controlling the place was the cool beauty, Princess Sofia. 

This person has been working around the clock as well. It must be hard. 


“Merchant Fujiwara, you have my heartfelt thanks for your contribution to 
the capital. The generous amount of goods and donations to the people. And 
even helping out in the capture of the devilkin that were moving in the 
shadows. Thanks to you, the lives of many were saved.” (Sofia) 


“T only did the natural thing as a person living in the Water Country of 
Rozes-desu zo.” (Fujiwara) 


Fuji-yan lowers his head respectfully. 
How impressive. 
“Do you have any wish?” (Sofia) 


“Actually, I am going to be marrying the daughter of Makkaren, Christiana- 
sama.” (Fujiwara) 


“T see.” (Sofia) 
Princess Sofia didn’t get surprised and just nodded. 


Eh? Are you going to speak out such an important thing here? 


Is what I thought, but this is something I heard of later. A few days ago 
when returning to Makkaren, Chris-san reported to her family that she 
would be marrying Fuji-yan. 


They apparently questioned her a lot, but the capital was in a state of 
emergency, so she managed to hurriedly convince them. 


Of course she would be exhausted after that. 


“If I am to receive land and peerage, I would like it to be close to 
Makkaren.” (Fujiwara) 


“Understood. Then, I will arrange it as so. I will be communicating the 
details to you at a later time.” (Sofia) 


“Thank you very much.” (Fujiwara) 

Looks like their talk has been wrapped up. 

With this, Fuji-yan will be joining the nobles, huh. 

Moreover, with two wives. 

...1 feel like Fuji-yan has gone to an incredibly faraway place now. 
What’s with this feeling? 


It is like when meeting an old friend after a long time, and he has become a 
company president or something like that. 


No, that’s not a good comparison, huh. 
“Next, Takatsuki Makoto.” (Sofia) 
Being called by Princess Sofia, I walk forward. 


“Your accomplishment in defeating the Taboo Monster is greatly 
appreciated.” (Sofia) 


Eh? It is spread around that it is supposed to be Prince Leonard though. Is it 
okay to say that here? 


I looked around, and Prince Leonard was looking over here with sparkling 
eyes. 


Well, it is all relatives here, so there’s probably a gag order. 

—Here, Princess Sofia takes a deep breath. 

What is it? 

I don’t need a peerage, so I am fine with money. 

Aah, but Fuji-yan is a noble, so...1s what I spaced out thinking when... 


“Takatsuki Makoto, I will grant you the title of Hero of the Water Country 
of Rozes.” (Sofia) 


Princess Sofia says straight. 


... Huh? 


Chapter 75: Takatsuki Makoto 
makes a choice 


In this world, there are two types of heroes. 

The first one is the heroes chosen by the Goddesses. 
Sakurai-kun who has the Skill: Light Hero. 

Prince Leonard who has the Skill: Glacial Hero. 

These are the people that the Goddesses gave the Hero Skills to. 
The second one are the heroes chosen by the country. 


For this one, the adventurers and knights serving the country are the ones 
who are apparently the most chosen ones. 


In the Fire Country, Great Keith, the winner of the martial arts tournament 
that is opened every year, becomes the Fire Country’s Hero. 


The objective is to keep the strong people in their country. 
The Water Country currently doesn’t have a country designated hero. 


Well, it didn’t have anything to do with me, so I didn’t pay it any attention, 
but... 


‘“Takatsuki Makoto?” 


I returned to my senses. 


My mind had flown elsewhere for a bit. 
“M-Me, a Hero? But...” (Makoto) 

To think I would be told this. 

I thought that I would be getting money or a peerage at most. 
A Hero is the symbol of peace for the country. 
Because of that, they are not allowed to lose. 
The responsibility is way too big... 

“This is not forced.” (Sofia) 

Oh? Is that so? 

I thought for sure she would be ordering me. 
Then, it should be okay to refuse—. 


“If you become the Hero, the lodging expenses, food expenses, equipment 
expenses, will all be shouldered by the Water Country of Rozes.” (Sofia) 


Seriously?! 
Wow! It is like a japanese politician! 


“Also, you will be getting 10,000,000G every year as a prearranged 
payment.” (Sofia) 


Even a salary. 
I am getting a bit scared now. 


What are they gonna make me do as a country designated hero? 


“The Hero in principle will have to participate in the subjugation of the 
Great Demon Lord. Currently, it would be the Northern Expedition Plan. 
The plan will be taking place from next year on, so this year will simply be 
preparations. There’s no other plans for any big job.” (Sofia) 

Eh? Really? 

Isn’t that a bit too lenient? 


I am interested in what this Northern Expedition Plan is though. 


“Also, regarding your residence, I would like it if you were to live in the 
capital of Horun, but it seems you like Makkaren, so it is okay to continue 
staying in Makkaren. We do have a lodging for the Hero in the capital if 
you so please.” (Sofia) 

Truly given everything. 

To think they would go this far. 

Just that... am the Apostle of the Goddess Noah. 


That would mean I would have to convert into the Water Goddess’s religion 
in order to become the Water Country’s Hero, right? 


.... can’t do that. Let’s refuse. 


(Makoto, you can accept if you want. I will speak to the Water Goddess 
about it.) (Noah) 


Eh? You can do that? 
Aren’t the Holy Gods the enemy? 


(Leave it to me. The Water Goddess Eir is a girl that you can reason with. It 
is okay to not be converted.) (Noah) 


Do Gods have their associations between each other? I don’t understand 
that well. 


I have been given the okay from the Goddess. 

Uhm... 

I look at my back. 

I look at Lucy and Sa-san. 

Lucy seemed to be moved, her eyes were going all damp. 

Sa-san is making a face of ‘isn’t that great’. 

Nina-san and Chris-san were making faces of surprise and positive smiles. 


Fuji-yan being the only one who has his mouth wide open in shock is 
bothering me a bit though... 


“Takatsuki Makoto... I won’t tell you to answer at once. You can take your 
time and think about it.” (Sofia) 


Princess Sofia is way too kind! 

What is going on? 

It is just that... 

“T will consider it.” (Makoto) 

~ A few days after ~ 

“T thought about it carefully, but I think I will refuse.” (Makoto) 
Yeah, it is impossible. 

That would be way too rude... 

If I am going to refuse, I have to do it now. 


In other words, if I am going to answer, now’s the time. 


RPG Player Skill activates. 

[Will you become the Water Country's Hero? | 

Yes 

No — 

Looking at that choice, a fuzzy feeling and memory resurfaced in me. 
The game I liked when I was young. 

The remake of a famous RPG. 

The main character was a hero. 

He received just a little amount of gold and a torch from the King. 
He didn’t have comrades. 


He defeated the monsters all alone, raised his level, faced a dragon, saved 
the princess, defeated the Demon Lord, and saved the world. 


It was cool. 
The me at that time wanted to become a hero. 


Of course, with me being a highschooler now, I don’t think about becoming 
a hero though. 


...No, that’s not it. 


At the time when I arrived in this parallel world, I was jealous of my 
classmates and Sakurai-kun. 


I was burning with envy towards their powerful Status and Skills. 


Being scouted by the important people of the countries, I watched as they 
went off one after the other, and was unable to sleep at night from the 


jealousy. 


There were even times when I would pull all-nighters training my magic 
proficiency. 


(Even though it wasn’t that long ago, it feels nostalgic.) (Makoto) 
In front of me, there’s the beautiful Princess. 

The person that didn’t give me Divine Protection at that time. 

That Princess is telling me to become a Hero. 

The support being given is thorough. 

Gold, equipment, everything was being given by the country. 

I also have reliable comrades. 

Even a Goddess that would give me hints when in trouble. 

I am way more blessed than the hero of that game. 

... This is weird. 

Wasn’t an isekai a trash game? 

No, wait. 

I myself am not strong though? 

Don’t misunderstand. 

I am an Apprentice Mage. 

The main character of that game had inherited the blood of the hero. 
That’s why he was strong enough to defeat the Demon Lord on his own. 


I am different. 


And what of it? 

You can become a hero, you know? 

Aren’t you going to regret it if you were to refuse it? 
No good. 

My thoughts are not collected. 

...At such a time, I... 

“Princess Sofia...” (Makoto) 

“Y-Yes? What is it?” (Sofia) 

Princess Sofia is making a nervous expression. 

The first time I met her, I wasn’t good at dealing with her. 
But my impression of her has changed a lot. 

[Will you become the Water Country’s Hero? | 

Yes <— 

No 

“T will gratefully accept the title of Hero.” (Makoto) 


...! Is that so. Then, from today on, you are the Hero of Rozes.” (Sofia) 


—When you don’t know which choice to make, choose the one that is the 
most fun. 


I have always followed that gameplay rule when deciding. 


OO 


“Hero Makoto.” 


After the hero appointment ceremony. 
Princess Sofia called me. 


... Hero Makoto gives me goosebumps in my whole body when I hear it 
though. 


That way of calling me is a bit embarrassing. 
“Yes, Princess Sofia?” (Makoto) 


“T have something to speak to you about. Will you come to my room for a 
bit later?” (Sofia) 


“Understood.” (Makoto) 

What is it? 

Is she going to give me a sermon about how to act as a hero? 
That sounds plausible... 

OO 

“Makoto, a Hero! That’s amazing!” (Lucy) 

“Yeah, but it is more like a hired Hero, you know?” (Makoto) 
“It is amazing! This is the best of days!” (Chris) 

Lucy and Chris-san were singing praises at me. 

It makes me feel just how important a Hero is viewed in this world. 
“Hey, Takatsuki-kun, you’ve done it!” (Aya) 


My classmate Sa-san is...like that. 


It seems like she is celebrating that I have become a Hero like the ones in 
the games I like. 


I prefer this level of celebration. 

“Takki-dono...what happened between you and Princess Sofia?” (Fujiwara) 
“Eh?” (Makoto) 

Fuji-yan says something weird. 

“What, you ask?” (Makoto) 

“No, it is just that drastic change in Princess Sofia...” (Fujiwara) 

What’s the matter? 


“Takatsuki-sama, Takatsuki-sama, you have been called by Princess Sofia, 
right? Make sure not to be rude this time around...” (Nina) 


Nina-san with her outrageously good ears advised me while excited. 
“This time around? What do you mean by that, Nina?” (Chris) 


“Takatsuki-sama had a fight with Princess Sofia when at the Laberintos 
City.” (Nina) 


“Eh?!” (Chris) 

Hey hey, Nina-san. 

I won’t be saying that again, you know? 

I am an adult now. 

“Hero-dono! Congratulations for your promotion!” 


A sudden loud voice resonates from our back. 


The former guardian knight. 

“Old man, you look well. That’s a relief.” (Makoto) 

“Yes! Your words are wasted on me.” 

““...Can you stop talking like that?” (Makoto) 

I prefer your haughty tone of before. 

This is unsettling. 

“But the difference in standings has to be shown clearly...” 


The old man is strict in his social hierarchy standards, huh. And he is 
straightlaced. 


There’s a lot of zealous people in Rozes. 
I kinda feel bad that I got him out of his position as guardian knight. 
I should try asking Princess Sofia to return him to his original position. 


“Tt seems like Makoto-san isn’t good with people that humble themselves to 
him. Let’s do our best together as Heroes of the Water Country.” (Leonard) 


“Prince Leonard.” (Makoto) 

I see. We both are now Heroes that protect this country. 
I have to do my best. 

“T will guide you to Nee-sama’s room, okay?” (Leonard) 
“The Prince himself?! I can guide him.” 

A lot of people were beginning to gather around us. 


In the end, one of the knights ended up guiding me. 


OO 

“Excuse the intrusion...” (Makoto) 

I was allowed into the room of Princess Sofia. 

Me alone. 

When I entered, Princess Sofia was waiting there alone. 
“Come in, take a seat.” (Sofia) 


At the expensive-looking glass table, there are pastries that look like 
cookies. 


At the side of that, there’s a teapot and two teacups. 
The Princess pours the tea in a way as if she is not used to this. 
...Is this something the Princess herself does? 


Isn’t this normally the job of a maid or someone like that? 





I sat at a fluffy chair. 


Different from the worn-down bench of the skewer stall, this one is hard for 
me to calm down. 


It can’t even be compared. 

A sweet scent like that of muscat wafts around. 

“Go ahead.” (Sofia) 

“Thank you very much.” (Makoto) 

I take a sip of the poured tea. 

...It has a delicate taste to it. 

Must be high quality. 

It is tasty, but I still can’t tell the difference in the flavours. 
“Hero Makoto.” (Sofia) 

Princess Sofia looks at me with eyes as if piercing me. 
“Y-Yes?” (Makoto) 

I straighten my back. 


“Thank you very much for this instance. Also, forgive me for my remarks at 
the Water Temple.” (Sofia) 


She lowered her head deeply. 
Eh? 


“Uhm...Princess Sofia, what you did wasn’t that big of a deal, and I am not 
bothered by that anymore, so it is okay.” (Makoto) 


Having the Princess lower her head so deeply in such a fashion, I felt like I 
was doing something really bad here. 


“You have a big heart.” (Sofia) 

Princess Sofia raised her head and smiled slightly. 

She looks better this way. 

“You look better with a smile.” (Makoto) 

“Eh?” (Sofia) 

Ah, shit. 

I said it out loud. 

“Ah, no. Sorry about that...” (Makoto) 

Aaaah, I feel like I slipped there. 

She glared at me again. 

I feel like her face is a bit red though...is she that angry? 
“By the way, is it okay for someone like me to be a Hero?” (Makoto) 
Let’s change the topic. 


“You defeated the Taboo Monster and saved the capital. A monster that not 
even Leo could defeat. Of course you would be a Hero.” (Sofia) 


“That was something you and I defeated together though?” (Makoto) 
“Together... Right. Could it be that it is too much to bear?” (Sofia) 


“No no. I will get stronger so that I don’t lose as a Hero.” (Makoto) 


I was taught by Noah-sama about how to use Spirit Magic after all. 


Basically, it means that it should be okay if I just obtain enough power to 
defeat that Giant on my own. 


“Well then, I will be counting on you.” (Sofia) 
“Yes, count on me.” (Makoto) 

Princess Sofia smiles slightly. 

Yeah, she is cuter when smiling. 


“By the way, Hero Makoto, about my guardian knight...if it is okay with 
you...can you...” (Sofia) 


Ah, right. 
I have to tell her this. 


“Princess Sofia, can you please return that former guardian knight to his 
original post? It seems like he had to move because of me.” (Makoto) 


ia aad Understood.” (Sofia) 

Hm? She seems somewhat displeased. 

Did I say something bad? 

I didn’t, did I? 

(Haah~.) (Noah) 

Noah-sama? 

“Leo wanted to talk with you. It seems like you have been called to the Sun 


Country, Highland, but you still have time till your fixed date, right? Please 
stay here for a while.” (Sofia) 


“O-Okay.” (Makoto) 

Hm, looks like our conversation is over. 

But it was easier than I thought. 

Should I do as Noah-sama said and close the distance a bit more? 
We will be working together from now on after all. 

I extend my right hand. 

“...Uhm, what are you doing?” (Sofia) 

“T look forward to working with you from now on.” (Makoto) 
Was it rude to ask for a handshake from royalty? 

“Likewise.” (Sofia) 

After hesitating for a bit, Princess Sofia responded. 

Princess Sofia held my hand tightly. 

For some reason...she isn’t letting go. 

We held hands for a while looking at each other. 

“Well then, thank you very much for the tea.” (Makoto) 

““... Yes.” (Sofia) 

I let go of the Princess’s hand and left the room. 

Hmm, this is complicated. 


I should try to consult with Fuji-yan later about how to communicate with 
girls. 


OO 


After leaving the room of Princess Sofia, the soldier in front of the door 
closed the door. 


*Poof!* 

The sound of someone diving onto the bed came from inside the room. 
The soldier and I reflexively look at each other. 

“Did something happen, Sofia-sama?” 

The soldier calls, and... 

“Tt is nothing.” (Sofia) 

The voice of the cold Princess Sofia responded. 

We were hearing things, huh. 


I gave my greeting to the soldier-san and returned to where my friends are. 


Chapter 76: Epilogue (Third Arc) 


-Christiana POV- 


“Takatsuki-sama really is an incredible person. It is just as Danna-sama 
said!” (Nina) 


Nina’s ears shook up and down. 


“Oh my, Nina. Are you not going to get happy at the fact that Fujiwara- 
sama became a noble?” (Chris) 


Even this light talk would have gotten the mood thorny if it had been in the 
past. 


“Ah! Sorry, Danna-sama!” (Nina) 


“No no, I am also proud of him-desu zo. To think my friend would be 
chosen as a hero. Makkaren has become a city where a Hero 1s living in it, 
and it will grow even more, Chris-dono.” (Fujiwara) 


“Yeah, that’s exactly right.” (Chris) 
The effect that the title of Hero has is big. 


Especially with the rumors that the legendary Great Demon Lord 1s 
reviving. The people are living their lives with worries. 


The people made slaves by the demons, the Dark Era. 


It is being rumored that this era will also be coming back. 


In the public, there’s also rumors about strange heretics who are not in the 
religion of the Goddesses, and the drug that softens the fear called Weed 
spreading more widely. 

Everyone ts scared. 


Because of that, a city where a Hero is in would be a priced land where 
everyone would want to live in. 


That’s the pattern for the capitals of the various countries. 
Also, the cities where a Hero is in are all big cities. 
(Makkaren will be a city where a Hero lives in...) (Chris) 
It will get busy, Chris-dono.” (Fujiwara) 

“Yeah, you are right.” (Chris) 

Fujiwara-sama speaks to me as if he had read my mind. 
Makkaren will most likely have a whole lot of skilled people coming. 
This is the chance for Makkaren to become big! 

“You look like you are in joy there, Chris.” (Nina) 

“You will also be busy, so steel yourself, okay?” (Chris) 
Nina and I laughed. 

“Ah! Makoto has returned.” “Takatsuki-kun, how was it?” 
I heard the voice of Lucy-san and Sasaki-san. 

Looks like the so talked about Hero-sama has returned. 


“Nothing, we simply had a casual talk.” (Makoto) 


Takatsuki-sama, who just recently became the country designated hero, 
scratched his cheek. 


(He doesn’t look strong though...) (Chris) 

But he has fought against those fearsome Taboo Monsters twice and won. 
The people that came from a parallel world are all amazing. 

“What did you talk about?” (Aya) 


“Uhm, things like, ‘I will work hard as a Hero from now on’. Also, Princess 
Sofia made tea for me.” (Makoto) 


“Hmm, sounds normal.” (Aya) 

“Right?” (Makoto) 

(Eh?) (Chris) 

Hearing this, I stiffened. 

“Takatsuki-sama! Princess Sofia poured tea for you herself?!’ (Chris) 
“Y-Yeah, that’s right. Is there a problem with that?” (Makoto) 

“Isn’t it because it is rude to make a Princess do that?” (Lucy) 

“Even if you tell me that...” (Makoto) 

“No, that’s not it, Lucy-san. That’s not what I meant...” (Chris) 

Even when I looked around, I was the only one who seemed surprised. 
“Chris-dono?” “Chris, what’s the matter?” 

Fujiwara-sama and Nina were wondering what’s happening. 


“N-No, it is nothing. I was simply a bit surprised...” (Chris) 


Yeah, it might just be me jumping to conclusions. 
It should be better if I don’t say anything rash. 


—A woman of Rozes inviting a man to their own room and serving 
something that they themselves made. 


The meaning of that 1s: ‘I want to get more intimate with you personally’. 
It is an old tradition of the refined noble women of Rozes. 


It is currently a thrown away practice, and there’s practically no one doing 
that lately. 


But I have been told by my personal tutor: ‘There’s times when men 
misunderstand, so don’t do something like that, okay?’. 


Princess Sofia is the personage who has the highest and most thorough 
education of the country. 


There’s no way she doesn’t know about that. 

In other words, she knowingly did it. 

To the Hero of Rozes, Takatsuki Makoto-sama. 

Cold sweat passed through my back. 

(...I definitely must not act rudely towards Takatsuki-sama.) (Chris) 
“You are making a scary face there, Chris. What’s the matter?” (Nina) 
“No, there’s no problem.” (Chris) 

That’s right, no problem. 

On the contrary. 


(But this matter is way too much for me to take on my own...) (Chris) 


Let’s consult with Fujiwara-sama immediately after this. 
Together with Nina. 
I etched this deeply in my heart. 


That the Country Designated Hero of Rozes, Takatsuki Makoto-sama... 
might be the person Princess Sofia loves. 


oO 
-Takatsuki Makoto POV- 


“T am sorry, Takki-dono, but I have to return to Makkaren for a bit.” 
(Fujiwara) 


“You will return a few days later, right?” (Makoto) 

Because of helping out in the restoration of the capital, Fuji-yan left a 
massive amount of work in Makkaren undone, so he is gonna be going back 
to Makkaren for now. 

Lucy, Sa-san, and I will be staying in Horun. 

Fortunately, the princess has prepared us a place to stay at! 


What got me curious a bit was the attitude of Chris-san. 


Until now, it felt like there was a bit of distance between us since she 
simply knew me as a friend of Fuyji-yan, but... 


“Takatsuki-sama, when you return to Makkaren, I will prepare the highest 
quality room, and have a chef of us prepare meals for you, so if you have 
any request, just tell me, okay?!” (Chris) 


“N-No, Iam okay with something normal.” (Makoto) 


She is worrying about me quite a lot now. 


The title of Hero really is impressive. 

I must be careful not to let it get on my head... 

OO 

The next morning. 

I did my daily prayer to Noah-sama, and left for my morning training. 
The place is the garden in the Rozes Castle that has the biggest fountain. 
(There’s...no Spirits at all.) (Makoto) 

Well, can’t be helped in the Rozes Castle. 

I deactivate [Clear Mind]. 

“Spirit-sans, Spirit-sans.” (Makoto) 

I try using Spirit Magic without the mind stabilizing skill. 

After a good while small amount of Spirits begin to gather, and... 

A giant water mass was created. 

“Yeah, it ain’t that different...’ (Makoto) 

Is the way of doing it different? 

Or is it because there’s so few Spirits in the Castle? 

Or maybe the influence of the Holy God? 

“Hero-dono?” 

I was spoken to. 


When I look back, the former guardian knight was standing there. 


No, not former, he has returned to being a guardian knight. 
“Ah, good morning.” (Makoto) 

“Are you training this early in the morning?” 

“You as well, patrolling must be tough.” (Makoto) 


“Yeah, there’s no knowing when monsters might appear, so we have a 
patrol schedule with shifts that covers all 24 hours.” 


Damn. 
Should I be helping them out too? 
I am the Hired Hero of the Water Country after all. 


“By the way, I was able to go back to being a Guardian Knight thanks to 
you, Hero-dono! You have my gratitude!” 


“No, that was where you were originally anyways.” (Makoto) 


“My family is a family that has been holding the title of The Shield of the 
Rozes Royalty for generations. Thanks to you, I have regained my honor!” 


Uwaah...and I took away that important position of his? 
The guilt... 


But the old man couldn’t feel how awkward I was feeling and simply 
laughed out loud. 


“This is one breathtaking garden no matter how many times I see it, don’t 
you think so as well?” 


The great garden of Rozes Castle has flowers blooming all year long. 


“Y-Yeah.” (Makoto) 


I honestly am not interested in flowers at all. I was only seeing whether 
there are Spirits or not. 


“We have to do our best in order to protect this sight.” 

The old man speaks while caressing a flower as if admiring it. 

...It doesn’t fit a brawny big man that much, but I shouldn’t tease him here. 
The old man is unexpectedly a romanticist, huh. 


“When the Great Demon Lord resurrects, I will become the shield of our 
Hero-dono.” 


“Yeah, I will be counting on you.” (Makoto) 
My defense is paper after all. 


The Skill of the old man that allowed him to tank an attack of that Giant 
and still be completely alright is really reliable. 


“By the way, what was the Northern Expedition Plan that Princess Sofia 
spoke of?” (Makoto) 


That’s apparently going to be my first job after being appointed a Hero. 


“Ooh, about that plan! Hero-dono, you know about us being in the west 
continent and there being a continent at the north, right?” 


“Uhm, demons live in the north continent, was it?” (Makoto) 
I remember learning about it in the Water Temple. 


“Yeah. The 9 Demon Generals that obeyed the Great Demon Lord. The 
north continent is ruled by the 3 that survived and are acting as Demon 
Lords.” 


I have heard about that. 


It is also called the Demonic Continent. 
“Could the Northern Expedition Plan be...” (Makoto) 
I feel like I have an idea about what it is now. 


“Before the Great Demon Lord revives, we will defeat all the Demon Lords 
in the northern continent. That’s the Northern Expedition Plan.” 


“Ooh...” (Makoto) 
Demon Lord extermination. 
Finally an event like that. 


As an RPG player, there’s a lot to think about in this, but I feel like my 
current strength won’t be enough. 


As I thought, I should master Spirit Magic. 
“Are you not scared, Hero-dono?” 


“Eh? Yeah, I don’t know how strong those Demon Lords are, but looks like 
I gotta train my magic more.” (Makoto) 


“You even look like you are looking forward to it. How dependable.” 
I look like that, huh. 

Sounds like I am a dangerous guy. 

“Well then, I will be returning to my patrolling.” 

“Alright. Thanks for teaching me a lot of things.” (Makoto) 

I give my thanks to the old man, and return to my training. 


Or more like, I would prefer if you were to speak to me in a more familiar 
manner though. 


Like before. 


(Makoto, you are doing well with the people of the Water Country, huh.) 
(Noah) 


“Noah-sama.” (Makoto) 

(I have spoken to the Water Goddess, Eir. She says she doesn’t mind you 
being the Hero. There’s no strong fighters in the Water Country, so she was 
happy, you know?) (Noah) 

“T see... So you can talk to the Holy Gods?” (Makoto) 


Weren’t they your sworn enemies? 


(Having a war a long time ago doesn’t mean that we can’t talk after, right?) 
(Noah) 


“Well, that’s true...” (Makoto) 


If you couldn’t speak to an enemy country after war, Americans wouldn’t 
be able to speak with anyone. 


The Divine Realm War seems to have been quite a long time ago and all. 


(That’s how it is. But you won’t be able to get the Divine Protection of the 
Water Goddess. Don’t expect that, okay?) (Noah) 


“T wouldn’t ask for such luxury. I am good enough with the Divine 
Protection of you, Noah-sama.” (Makoto) 


(Good boy, good boy. Do your best~.) (Noah) 
I couldn’t hear the voice of Noah-sama anymore. 
“Haah...” (Makoto) 


Oh well, let’s work hard in my training. 


Battles against Demon Lords are apparently waiting ahead after all. 
...A Hero, huh. 

What’s gonna happen, I wonder. 

—Fufu! 

Hm? 

I kind of heard a laugh? 


Am I hearing things? 


